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DURING THE LAST six months the 
Island has waited calmly^ though 
with some concern, for indications 
of progress in the negotiations for a 
new form of constitutional govern¬ 
ment here. 

Then suddenly, early in November, 
it appeared that serious conflict be¬ 
tween Norfolk and Australia had once 
again become a real possibility. 

If the conflict ocpurs it will be 
over a very simple principle - gov¬ 
ernment by consent of those govern¬ 
ed. 

Australia appears to believe that 
because of certain legal technical¬ 
ities -an act of Parliament in 1914, 
and an unspecific comment in a 
1976 decision by Ausualia*s High 
Court - it actually has a right to 
rule the people of Norfolk Island 
without their consent and without 
their being permitted to vote. 

In November the Society of De¬ 
scendants of the Pitcairn Settlers, 
the organisatix)n of original Islanders, 
formally notified Australia that it 
will not recognise any government 
of Norfolk Island as fully legitimate 
unless it is established with the con¬ 
sent of a majohty of Norfolk elect¬ 
ors. The Society’s resolution is re¬ 
ported on page seven of this edition. 

The issue is so sharply defined 
that compromise hardly seems poss¬ 
ible. In Australia, as in any democ¬ 
racy, Parliament has no authority 
to change the constitution. That 
right is reserved to the people. The 
principle is one of the foundation- 
stones of British justice. If Australia> 
applies it on Norfolk Island, the po¬ 
tential conflict will be resolved. But 
if Australia says in effect ‘Tt docs not 
matter whether you think the govern¬ 
ment is legitimate or not - you will 
accept it, and we have the force to 
make you accept it**, there will be 
confronution. 

A sense of confrontation was worsen¬ 
ing rapidly last April, but was re¬ 
lieved by a Government policy state¬ 
ment made on May 8th by Hon. R.J. 
Ellicott, the Australian Minister re¬ 
sponsible for dealings with Norfolk. 

He revealed that the Commonwealth 


had rejected the main recommenda¬ 
tions of the notorious Nimmo Report, 
and that was a relief. He said that 
a broad economic study of the Island 
(long sought by the Norfolk Council, 
but opposed by Australia) would be 
made at last. 

He said that a new form of govern¬ 
ment for the Island would be evolved. 
His description of the Government's 
intentions was extremely broadly 
worded. He did not literally prom¬ 
ise the end of colonial rule, or the 
restoration of democratic govern¬ 
ment here, but it seemed reasonable 
to hope that was what was planned. 
The most important evidence to sup¬ 
port this hope was that Mr. Ellicott 
said that details of the new form of 
government would be worked out in 
''consultation and collaboratioQ with 
the Norfolk Island community and 
its elected representatives'*. 

Mr. Ellicott promptly began a 
series of discussions with the Norfolk 
Island Council. They were tightly 
cloaked in secrecy, and Councillors 
were barred from saying anything at 
all about them to the people. Then 
suddenly on October 9th it appeared 
that consultation and collaboration 
had been completed. Mr. Ellicott 
said he intended to introduce an 
Australian Parliamentary bill, creat¬ 
ing a new constitution for Norfolk, 
late in November or early in De¬ 
cember. He referred to four “prin¬ 
ciples" which he had mentioned in 
his May 8th statement, but they con¬ 
tained no new information. The 
"principles" were all vague enough 
to encompass anything from a demo¬ 
cratic government to a minor modi¬ 
fication in the past form of colonial 
rule. 

The consultation and collabora¬ 
tion with the community specified 
by Mr. Ellicott simply never oc¬ 
curred. The long-sought economic 
survey is months away from being 
available for study. 

The members of the Norfolk Coun¬ 
cil had been elected in July with the 
knowledge that they would be the 
"elected representatives** who would 
be involved (in addition to the com¬ 
munity as a whole) in consultation 
and collaboration on a new constitu¬ 
tion. Over the five months of their 
secret meetings, Councillors seem 
gradually to have assumed that they 
had somehow acquired authority to 
approve new constitutional arrange¬ 
ments on behalf of the people. 

Perhaps Mr. Ellicott treated them 
as though they deserved to have such 
authority. He might even wish he 
could tell Parliament that the ap- 


Earlier News 
from nowon 

STARTING WITH THIS ISSUE, 

THE NEWS WILL BE PUBUSHED 
ON THE 15TH OF EACH MONTH, 
THE NEW PUBLICATION TIME 
WILL ALLOW US TO BRING THE 
NEWS OF COUNCIL DEVELOP- 
MENTS FORWARD BY TWO WEEKS 
RATHER THAN HOLDING IT UP 
UNTIL THE END OF THE MONTH. 


proval of the people of Norfolk has 
been expressed through their elected 
representatives. One trusts he will re¬ 
frain from even Implying that, be¬ 
cause it would be Imowingly dishonest 
to do so. Even in matters as relative¬ 
ly unimportant as union negotiations 
with an employer, agreement by the 
negotiators does not bind the princi¬ 
pals: the management negotiatexs go 
back to the company's board of direct¬ 
ors, and the union leaders go back to 
their membership, for ratification. 

On the far more important matter 
of establishing a new constitutional 
form of government, it would be ridi¬ 
culous to imagine that the Norfolk 
Island Council has a kind of authority 
over its electors that even the Aust¬ 
ralian Parliament does not have, and 
that certainly Mr, Ellicott does not 
have. If an agreement has been 
reached, Mr. Ellicott has to take it 
back to his Cabinet, and then to the 
Australian Parliament, for ratifica¬ 
tion, So must the Norfolk Council¬ 
lors take the agreement back to their 
electors, who must accept a new con¬ 
stitution before it can have democrat¬ 
ic validity. 

The Island's concern about a new 
form of government decreed by Aust¬ 
ralia was intensified by an absolutely 
appalling statement in Mr, Ellicott's 
October 9th address. Itneedstobe 
examined with the greatest care and 
seriousness, 

"1 think it is fair," Mr, Ellicott 
said, "to say that in the past this 
Island's government has worked by a 
form of consensus; that is to say, by 
the representatives of the people sit¬ 
ting down with the Administrator and 
vying to work out how things shall be 
done and what law shall be passed. •, 
we are trying to work it out so that 
that will be the system in the future." 

Norfolk Island governed by consen¬ 
sus? That sutement is not a simple 
distortion of vuth - it is the auto¬ 
cratic, pavonising \oict of colonial¬ 
ism, It is precisely what France and 
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Alfa Romeo 




Alli^laGTl6 
AHyia GrV2000 


The Alfetta coup6 versions (Alfetta GT 
1.6, 1570 cc and Alfetta GTV 2000, 
1962 cc) are cars of outstanding 
sports car characteristics, intended 
for a public seeking lively response 
coupled with careful attention to me¬ 
chanical design, safety equipment, 


low fuel consumption, high comfort 
and lasting quality. The engine, me¬ 
chanical parts and bodywork of the 
Alfetta coupe are all constructed to 
last. Its sturdiness derives from its 
design perfection and the quality of 
the materials used. 
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A 2000 in tune with the times 


Th6 Alfetta 2000 has all the features which make 
it the symbol of a new concept in motor cars. 
It is a high quality vehicle providing levels of 
safety, reliability, strength and comfort which 
meet all the demands of the most exacting dri¬ 
ver; yet it is an economical vehicle, both by the 


more normal standards of economy (fuel con¬ 
sumption) and by those factors of long life, low 
maintenance costs, modern mechanical design 
and style which characterise a sound invest¬ 
ment. 


ARRANGE FOR TEST DRIVE TODAY UNDER NO OBLIGATION 



DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

fropdtcor: J. W. FITZPATIUQC 


























THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
'V' New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
die more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 
Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else > for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk*s most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes* walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine re^atir^kti- 

Fincher Christian 

HOUDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian* 


Chile like to pretend about the gov¬ 
ernment of dieir South Pacific col¬ 
onies. 

Rigid* hard-edged colonialism still 
exists in only five places in the South 
Pacific: French Polynesia* New Cale¬ 
donia, Easter Island* the New Hebri¬ 
des and Norfolk Island. The system 
in each is that when the colonial pow¬ 
er happens to agree with the locally- 
elected body, **consensus'' prevails. 
When there is disagreement* the col¬ 
onial power asserts absolute right to 
say how things shall be done and what 
law shall be passed. 

That kind of government is as out¬ 
moded in this era as child labour is.. 

It is by no stretch of the imagination 
'*a form of consensus**, but Imperial 
rule. Australia does not alter the 
fact by pretending that Norfolk Island - 
a remote* ethnically and culturally 
distinct society and a ''distinct and 
separate settlement*' in die British 
Commonwealth by virtue of a still- 
valid Order-in-Council of Queen Vic¬ 
toria in 1856 -.is an integral part of 
metropolitan Australia. France and 
Chile make the same assertion about 
their South Pacific colonies* and the 
assertion is disgraceful. 

"...diat will be the system in the 
future*" Mr. Ellicott said* and went 
back to Australia to finish drafting his 
bill. 

And whence will Norfolk's future 
system of government draw its author¬ 
ity? From the expressed consent of 
those who are to be governed? Or 
from Australia's infinitely superior 
force? It must be one or the other. 

The choice between them is entire¬ 
ly in Australia's hands* and the Aust¬ 
ralian Cabinet will now decide which 
of the two it is to be. 


Deeper than reason 

TORRENS TITLE is planned for Norfolk 
Island. 

It may possibly be offered as a volun¬ 


tary new form of land title for owners 
who have any reason for doubting 
whether their present titles are absol¬ 
utely sound. 

But if the Australian Government 
decides that all Norfolk landowners 
must be required to give up their 
present titles, and accept Torrens 
titles instead, it will have consequen¬ 
ces of the greatest seriousness. 

At present, freehold land ownership 
on the Island all traces back to grants 
made by Queen Victoria to the Pit¬ 
cairn settlers or their descendants. 

The certificates of grant show that 
the land was granted not by a Cover* 
.not, or a Parliament or a Minister, 
or an Administrator* or a court or a 
Registrar, but by the Queen of 
England. She said in her own words 
that the land described on the grant 
certificate was to be held forever by 
the person named, or his heirs or 
assigns, in return for a peppercorn a 
year if demanded. There were no 
qualifications whatsoever, to her 
promise. 

Lawyers may say that doesn't really 
mean what it says; that Parliament 
is supreme, and Parliament can do 
something different if it chooses. But 
in this world there are some things 
that ordinary people rank ahead of 
Parliaments - and the solemn, direct. 


written word of the Queen is one. 

Elsewhere in this issue is an excerpt 
from minutes of a long meeting be- .. 
tween she N(»rfolk Council and Messrs. 
Kennedy and Collins* in which the 
Commonwealth's present thinking on 
the matter' seems to be set out. 

Mr. Kennedy expects 
that when the Torrens system comes 
in* people with grants from Queen 
Victoria will have to bring them in, 
and at least get something stamped 
on the back of them saying they don't 
mean anything any more. 

If that day comes, it will be Very 
like the day of the evictions at klngs- 
ton in 1908, when Islanders wer^S re¬ 
quired to sign a document saying 
^at their own houses did not really 
belong to them, but to the Crown, 

It was one of the blackest* foulest 
days in Norfolk's history since 1856, 
and we may see something very like 
it if Australia requires today's Island¬ 
ers to hand over Queen Victoria's 
written promise to their ancestors* 
and watch while it is proclaimed to 
be meaningless. 

There are very deep emotions in¬ 
volved here: deeper* and stronger, 
than reason. Wise men will observe 
how deep they are and will not 
tamper with them. 


“HEY - LET'S GO TO’ THE MOVIES TONIGHT!” 







im 



SCREENING LATEST- RELEASE FILMS EVERY NIGHT BUT TUESDAY - 8PM 
RING 2069 TO FIND WHAT’S ON TONIGHT - NO RESERVE SEATS SO BUY TICKETS AHEAD TO BE SURE 


BIG HITS 
SCHEDULED 

Large range of feature FILMS FOR HIRE - - New & 2nd- hand sound PROJECTORS — Projector SERVICE, spares In stoclT 


"THE UNMARRIED WOMAN"... "BLACK SUNDAY"..."TRICK BABY" 
"THE DOMINO PRINCIPLE"... "CANNONBALL"..."ROLLING THUNDBl" 
-- AND THE GREAT "CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF THE THIRD KIND" 
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Here is one of the 
woiid^ great watdies. 


The Citizen Quartz divers watch model no. 60-0997-50. 



Advanced features: Click stop for accurate time 
setting. Power conservation switch for longer 
power cell life. Luminous hands and dial. 

Reliability: One year operation from one silver 
oxide power cell. Click stop mechanism 
prevents hands from being turned through 
shocks to case. Crown is fixed to double 
packed structure by a screwlock to prevent 
variation in the packing compressibility in 
cases of extreme shock. 


Strength: Rigid water resistant construction withstands 
60 kg/cm^ressure to a depth of 600 metres. Unified 
structure of case and back cover ensures water 
resistance during prolonged periods under water. 
Tempered crystal face glass. Durable, pliable 
urethane band fits comfortably. 

Accuracy: The Quartz crystal oscillating at 
32,768 Hz gives extremely high accuracy. 

Highly reliable C/MOS-LSI used for elec¬ 
tronic circuit. A step motor advances the 
second hand second by second. 


©CITIZEN 

a full range at 

-PBE NT ICE'S- 

THE digital watch CENTRE 







Pitcairners Declaration: Norfolk Government 
Not Legitimate Without Electors’Consent 

SOQETY OF ORIGINAL ISLANDERS SENDS APPEAL FOR SUPPORT TO GOVERNOR-GENERAL. PRIME MINISTHI, MINISTER 


TEXT OF RESOLUTION 


RE 

Adopted aTt TEe Meeting of 
General Membership of THE 
SOCIETY OF DESCENDANTS OF THE 
PITCAIRN SETTLERS 
Norfolk Island 6th November, 1978 


NORFOLK'S PITCAIRN Society has 
called on the Australian Government 
to defer introducing a new constitu¬ 
tion for the Island until Norfolk elect • 
ors have expressed their consent to 
it. 

In a resolution adopted November 
6th the Society formally declared 
that it would not consider any Nor¬ 
folk government as fully legitimate 
unless it was established wi& the 
consent of those to be governed* 

The Society has forwarded copies 
of the resolution to the Governor- 
General, the Prime Minister, and 
Minister for Home Affairs Mr. R.J. 
Ellicott, and has asked them to sup¬ 
port the principle involved. 

The Norfolk Island Council has 
repeatedly asked Australia for a 
referendum on any new form of gov¬ 
ernment for the Island, without suc¬ 
cess. 

In his Government policy state¬ 
ment of May 8th this year, Mr. Elli¬ 
cott said "the Government has de¬ 
cided that a referendum should not 
be held". 

While secrecy on the five months 
of negotiations between Council and 
Mr. Ellicott has been almost air¬ 
tight, it appears that Councillors 
reconciled themselves to die idea 
that Australia was not going to per¬ 
mit Island electors to vote on whe¬ 
ther the {proposed new constitution 
was acceptable to them. 

first tins at issue 
with Norfolk Council 

Assuming Council did accept Mr. 
EUicott's consiitution-without-refer- 
endum policy, the Pitcairners' resolu¬ 
tion is the first time the Society has 
taken issue with a Council position. 

Officers of the Society say it is 
committed to supporting Council un¬ 
less Council is in conflict with the 
Society's basic objectives. One of 
these is to restore on Norfolk the 
ancient Pitcairn law prohibiting any¬ 
one from taking government author- ' 
Ity on himself, or without the con¬ 
sent of the people. 

A spokesman said the Society hoped 
Council would re-affirm its previous 
recognition that only the electors 
could democratically bind themselves 
to accept a new constitution. 


Having regard to these facts - 

1. That the Australian Government 
Minister responsible for Norfolk Island, 
Hon. R.J« Ellicott, has announced 
that he expects to table in ihe Aust¬ 
ralian Parliament, in late November 
or early December, a Bill to re-con¬ 
stitute the form of government on Nor¬ 
folk Island, and 

2. That Mr. Ellicott stated in his of¬ 
ficial announcement of May 8th, 1978 
that there was scope for "consultation 
and collaboration with the Norfolk 
Island community and its elected rep¬ 
resentatives" concerning the Island's 
future form of government, and that 
he hoped to "see that consultation 
and collaboration commence immed¬ 
iately", and 

3. That there has been no consulta¬ 
tion or collaboration with the Norfolk 
Island community since then, and that 
any such consulution and collabcHration 
has been actively prevented by Mr. El¬ 
licott requiring members of the Nor¬ 
folk Island Council to observe com¬ 
plete secrecy concerning any discus¬ 
sions with him to consider the Island's 
future form of government, and 

4. That it is a fundamental principle 
of British justice that British subjects 
are not legitimately governed except 
by a government established with their 
expressed consent, and 

5. That the Norfolk Island Council 
has no authority to bind its electors to 
new constitutional arrangements, any 
more than the Australian Parliament 
has authority to amend the Australian 
Constitution without the consent of 
the electors in Australia, and 

6. That whilst it may be thought that 


the Australian Government may fairly 
arrive at agreements with primitive 
peoples through negotiations with their 
tribal "head men", the people of Nor¬ 
folk Island have been thoroughly famil¬ 
iar with democratic processes, written 
constitutions, representative govern¬ 
ment and referendums for well over a 
century, and are not only capable but 
entitled to express their own consent 
authorising constitutional change, 
and 

7. That we regard it as inappropriate 
that the Australian Parliament should 
be asked to commit the Australian 
Government to new constitutional ar¬ 
rangements for Norfolk Island without 
knowing in advance that these ar¬ 
rangements have been formally ac¬ 
cepted by the people of Norfolk Island, 

The Society of Descendants of the Pit ¬ 

cairn ^etttos , being the principal or¬ 
ganisation oi^ the Pitcairn race, whose 
families constitute more than half of 
the population of Norfolk Island and 
whose homeland Norfolk Island is, 
HEREBY RESOLVES 

THAT no bill providing new con¬ 
stitutional arrangements for Norfolk 
Island should be tabled in the Aust¬ 
ralian Parliament until those arrange¬ 
ments have been given the consent of 
the majority of electors of Norfolk 
Island, and 

THAT this Society will not regard 
any form of Norfolk Island govern¬ 
ment as being fully legitimate unless 
it has received the formal consent of 
die majority of the electors to be gov¬ 
erned. 
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Letters to the editor 


Costly clothes ny 
hurt way of life 

AT THE RECENT show, now the 
Norfolk Island Royal Show, my 
thoughts went back over 20 years 
of "shows” on Norfolk Island, 
and when comparing the exhibits, 
both in the hall and ring events. 

I came to the conclusion that in 
my mind, the indoor in the main 
were very disappointing. 

Many of the older folk who have 
filled the benches over the years 
took a well-earned rest from 
exhibiting, but the younger people 
either were too busy, being caught 
up in the progress which is so appar¬ 
ent on the Island today, or felt 
that they could not compete with 
the older, more experienced person. 

Whatever the reason, the small 
number of entries in a lot of the 
classes was rather dismaying, more 
so when the school children’s classes 
were so good, in fact they were 
splendid. 

In the ring events, the scene was 
different; the quality of horses was 
very good, but once again the 
children’s entries outnumbered the 
adults. 

The first show 1 attended on Norfolk 
Island, the horse events were held 
just in front of the hall. No "ring 
clothes” were worn, nor were there 
any costly imported hacks. We could 
not afford hundreds of dollars for 
horses in those days, but the compet¬ 
ition was friendly and enjoyed by all. 
This aspect of the horse events 
troubles me a little. I would be first 
to admit a well turned out horse and 
rider are an elegant picture; but 
are we drifting away from what we 
proudly call "our way of life." by 
the costly cjothing etc. ? Are we 
depriving those riders young and old 
who cannot afford those luxuries 
from ever standing a chance of 
winning a ring event of hack classes? 

One more thought: perhaps some 
day we will see a Grand Parade, now 
that we can put "Royal" on our 
catalogues. 

Old Timer 


Better to turn people 
away, say visitors 

IT’S A PAGINATING place here and 
we have enjoyed our stay at Hamish 
and Mera Martin's very much. Make 
sure they don't build that other ruddy 


pub. There is quite enough accom¬ 
modation on the Island already. The 
new pub would only increase incon¬ 
venience to the local populace, noise 
and pollution. Better to keep the 
quality of life you have, turn people 
away* and doubtfully live a little 
poorer. 

Patsy and Ralph Guthrie 
Flinders, Victoria 


Doubts and fears 

The note of tentative optimism on 
which you ended your editorial in the 
October News looks like remaining 
unconfirmed for a little while yet. 

The situation is not encouraging. 
The Minister plans to table in the 
Commonwealth Parliament "in late 
November or early December", a 
document based on the four prin¬ 
ciples he enunciated in his speech 
in Norfolk on October 9, and con¬ 
taining the results of the discussions 
(in closed sessions) with Councillors 
in recent weeks. 

Will this document be published 
to the people of Norfolk Island before 
it goes to Parliament? No one seems 
to know. 

A pointer to the benevolent des¬ 
potism which characterises the Aust¬ 
ralian Government's intentions to¬ 
wards Norfolk Island, as expressed 
by the Minister, despite the choco¬ 
late coating of his friendly and sym- 
padieiic manner, is the ambiguity 
on the subject of 'Social Welfare*, 
which the Government apparently 
will insist on imposing on the Island, 
in its own terms, graciously allow¬ 
ing the Island the privilege of pay¬ 
ing for it. 

In an interview with The News in 
September, Professor Tlre adgold is re¬ 
ported as saying "It’s certainly im¬ 
portant to know what people’s feel¬ 
ings are about what sort of network 
of social service benefits should be 
available and at what level." He 
further said, referring to the docu¬ 
ment which would present the con¬ 
clusions of the economic study, 
that "it would be available for dis¬ 
cussion and comment." 

Item 5 of the terms of reference 
of the economic study requires the 
team to examine and report on ’The 
demand for various social service 
benefits on the Island. ’ 

Councillor Blucher, in his address 
at the Inauguration of the Ninth 
Council in July said "It has been 
agreed that the new government of 


Norfolk Island will administer its 
own system of social welfare bene¬ 
fits for those in need." 

And the Minister, in his address to 
Council and the public on May 8, 
said "When results of the economic 
study are known, appropriate social 
service benefits and their levels could 
be determined in consultation with 
the Norfolk Island Council in the light 
of that study. ” The key word in that 
sentence is ’could’. It would seem 
that while the responsibility for fund¬ 
ing the welfare service is clear-cut - 
Norfolk Island will pay for it - diere 
is no corresponding' guarantee that 
the people of Norfolk Island will de¬ 
cide - as they have done satisfactorily 
in die past - what degree of need ex¬ 
ists and how, and at what level, it 
shall be met. 

Professor Treadgold, in his reply to 
questions put to him by The News 
(September issue), made a point of 
acknowledging that the Island possess¬ 
ed its own unique method of handling 
the delicate question of welfare. He 
described it as "a highly important 
part of die economic and social 
fabric of the Islandr and he added 
"We have an informal system and an 
effective one, from all accounts I’ve 
heard." 

But the Minister doesn’t like it. 
he uses the derogatory and inappro¬ 
priate term 'grace and favour' to des¬ 
cribe it and has expressed himself as 
determined to superimpose on it a 
version of the system which is a sig¬ 
nificant ingredient in the permanent 
pauperisation of large sections of the 
populations of Australia and the rest 
of the world. 

In the June issue of The News you 
reported a statement by the United 
Nations Association of Australia in 
which it said "An act of formal con¬ 
sent by the people of Norfolk Island 
before the Island’s new status is creat¬ 
ed by Australian legislation is strongly 
recommended. It ought to be made 
clear that the beneficiaries (of the 
new policies) approve and accept what 
is being done." 

We can only hope that the Minister 
intends to recommend this course to 
the Government. It would allay the 
doubts and fears at present clouding 
the Island’s atmosphere, and justify 
the mild optimism of your October 
editorial. 

Peter Middleton. 


Why closed sessions? 

I wondered if anyone could explain 
the reasons for all the closed sessions 
being held between our Minister, Ad¬ 
ministrator and Councillors. Surely 
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we the people concerned should be 
able to listen and know what’s going 
on first-hand, instead of waiting and 
wondering what it’s all about! 

From one who realises (just back 
from Australia) that we should count 
our blessings that we are fortunate 
enough to be living on this "Little 
Paradise of the Pacific", away from 
strikes, drugs, etc. 

Yours sincerely, 

Elva Yager. 


Press nore accurate 

I WAS GLAD to learn that Australia 
has agreed to allow the Island to 
run its own affairs. 

Tve always been puzzled by the 
difficulty of evaluating "today’s 
news" in the sense of being able to 
pick out those events which 100 
years from now will be judged to 
be especially important. Newspapers 
often are more accurate than official 
records (at least that is what I found 
out when working on the postal 
history of Montana), and certainly 
give the arguments and "color" for 
issues. With your newspaper being 
a monthly, I can even file all the 
copies I get. 

Books on Norfolk are hard to find 
in the States. I’ve found two old 

books about Norfolk Island history 
in the University of Rochester 
library, but that seems to be the 
local limit of information. So, I 
was glad to see an advertisemeni 
for a Norfolk book in your paper. 

I would imagine that events in 
this part of the world have very little 
impact on happenings in the South 
Pacific, and so the details of what 
goes on in North America aren’t of 
much interest to one on Norfolk. But, 
if someone has an interest or needs 
some information about this part of 


the world. I’d be glad to get what I 
can for them. The reverse is cer¬ 
tainly true here; for example, very 
few people know of events going on 
between Micronesia and the United 
States .. . indeed, few people even 
know where those islands are. Only 
a few newspapers, such as the New 
York Times, Christian Science Mon-- 
itor, and the Los Angeles Times, ever 
mention foreign news unless it’s 
revolution or other armed conflict, 

Giles Cokelet 
62 Burrows Hills Dr. 

Rochester, New York 14626 U, S. A. 


Lord Hove unhappy 

THIS NOTE may have to go the 
long way around, from Lord Howe 
to Sydney and then to Norfolk, as 
your Administrator has (bleeped) 
things up mail wise. 

After many months of pushing 
the Australia Post for a direct mail 
service twice a week to Norfolk 
Island^ and once a week to Brisbane 
- to say nothing of a lot of work by 
a number of people - all seemed to 
be OK, even to the point where we 
had first-day covers and special 
stamps all set to go, when Mr. 
O'Leary in a fit of pique, said no 
go. 

It seems that someone In the 
Brisbane office of the airline leaked 
the facts to the press, and even the 
boss from Brisbane went to Norfolk 
Island to explain, but the (bleep) 
would not listen !♦ 

So no direct service not can we 
use the special bag carried by the 
pilot. 

There is quite a lot of feeling 
here about it. 

Long-time Lord Howe resident 


East-West Ap¬ 
plies for Jets 

EAST4VEST AIRLINES has appUed 
formally to the Commonwealth for 
permission to buy either FockerF-28- 
4000 jets or BA-146 jets for the 
Sydney-Norfolk air service. 

The airline has completed its 
evaluation of the two alternative 
aircraft, but the choice between 
them will depend on detailed nego¬ 
tiations with the manufacturers on 
matters -auch as financing arrange¬ 
ments, assured performance specifi¬ 
cations and delivery dates. 

The F-28 is a thoroughly proven 
aircraft, having first been inuoduced 
some 18 years ago. It is also less 
expensive to buy. 

The BA-146 is expected to be less 
expensive to operate, and includes 
some advanced technology that will 
make it simpler to service and main¬ 
tain. But the first model is not 
expected to get into the air for over 
a year, and delivery dates therefore 
have some degree of uncertainty about 
them. 

East-West’s Chief Operating Officer, 
Paul Levin, told The News last month 
that the timing of introduction of jets 
to the Norfolk service is basically a 
question of finance fot airport up¬ 
grading - not only on Norfolk at 
Australian regional fields such as 
Tamworth and Maroochie, where East- 
West would also need to use the new 
planes. 

With severe restraint on all Com¬ 
monwealth spending, a commitment 
to spend the necessary $2i million or 
so to upgrade the Norfolk airport for 
F-28s or BA-146s is being delayed by 
the Government. A main current 
reason given for the delay is that the 
forthcoming new Norfolk Island Act 
is about to be tabled in Parliament, 
and until it is passed there is uncer¬ 
tainty about the Island’s governmental 
future. 

Mr. Levin said that East-West could 
be prepared to contribute to the cost 
of upgrading the Norfolk airport - 
mentioning one-third of the cost as 
the sort of share East-West might be 
willing to thing about. But he des¬ 
cribed two problems that make a 
cost-sharing agreement difficult to 
arrive at just now. 

One is that Australia’s Department 
of Transport has so far been unwil¬ 
ling to say whether a capital conui- 
bution by East-West would be 
reflected in lower air navigation 
charges for the airline. 

The other problem sounds an odd 



THE STORY OF THE HISTORIC MELANESIAN MISSION - BASED ON NORFOLK 
FOR MANY YEARS - WHICH LEFT BEHIND THE LOVELY ST. BARNABAS CHA¬ 
PEL HERE. 

"A WONDERFUL EVENT FOR ANYONE WHO CARES ABOUT NORFOLK, " THE 
NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS REVIEW SAID. "’MUST’ READING FOR EVERY INTEL- 
UGENT RESIDENT, AND NORFOLK VISITORS WHO READ IT WILL FIND IT 
ADDS A NEW DIMENSION TO THEIR HOLIDAYS AND PUTS THEM ONE-UP 
ON MANY LOCALS." 

tINiVEftSlYV OP QUEER'SLAND press, $14. 95 - NOW ON SALE AT LbCAl 
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one; to whom would East-West 
make the contribution? If it is 
made to the Department of Trans- 
port^ die money would have to go 
straight into Commonwealth general 
revenue, and could not be tied to 
the Norfolk airport work* A con¬ 
tribution apparently could not be 
made to die Norfolk Island Assembly, 
because it almost ceruinly will not 
have control of the airport. 

In The News interview, Mr. Levin 
provided crisp, suaightforward 
answers to a wide range of Norfolk 
topics involving the airline. Among 
them: 

# Relations with Norfolk Island 
Airlines; East-West sees N« I, A, as 
'^an associate operator** whose op¬ 
erations are complementary to East- 
West's, Mr. Levin said. 

East-West is currently marketing a 
two-island tour in which passengers 
fly to Lord Howe Island on Advance 
Airlines, then on to Norfolk with 
N,UA., and back home by East- 
West. 

Mr. Levin appeared to feel that 
N, 1. A, is running a good service, 
that it is a good thing for Norfolk to 
have local ownership of such an air¬ 
line, and that if East-West could 
help N,l. A. with advice or assis¬ 
tance to help N.I, A. be more profit¬ 


able, it would be glad to do so. 

• Service to and from New 
Zealand; Island rumours have had 
it that East-West would be taking 
over two of the four weekly services 
from Auckland, two of which Air 
New Zealand flies on its own behalf, 
and two of which it flies for Qantas. 

Mr. Levin said East-West had heard 
that Qantas wanted to end its respon¬ 
sibility for the two services, and 
East-West had asked to take them 
over. But an agreement made be¬ 
tween Australia and New Zealand 
nearly 20 years ago says that if 
Qantas opts out. Air New Zealand 
has first ri^t to take over. 

If there is any change in who op¬ 
erates the flights, Mr. Levin 
guesses it is at least two years off. 
East-West certainly won't be taking 
over next March. 

^ in freight; When East- 

West took over from Qantas last year 
it decided to avoid the occasional 
freight "black-outs” that Qantas 
imposed during peak-load seasons. 

In July last year, with only three 
flights from Sydney each week, the 
*’roll-over” time - the freight back- 
log - got up to 21 days' delay. In 
July this year East-West ran four 
flints a week instead of three, and 
the delay was a maximum of 8 days. 


Most of the time the roll-over time 
is rarely over two or three days, 

Mr. Levin said. 

He spoke of a "Friday warehouse 
syndrome” in Sydney's commercial 
world, which causes shippers to want 
to clear goods out of their own 
I tores and into someone else's ware¬ 
house before each week ends. That 
causes a pile-up of Norfolk freight 
at East-West on Saturday mornings, 
which can take until Tuesday or so 
to clear up. 

Mr. Levin said that Norfolk im¬ 
porters who want to be sure of 
immediate service should try to 
have their shippers get goods to East- 
West on Tuesday. "We'll carry 
them over Wednesday or Thursday, ” 
he said. 

He added that East-West last year 
surpassed Qantas's all-time record 
for freight carried to Norfolk, hand¬ 
ling 138.8 tonnes as compared with 
Qantas's peak, in 1973/74, of 
129.7 tonnes. 

# Ail mail offloading During the 
July 1977 crush, bags of mail for 
Norfolk were ofnoadcd on three days, 
according to Mr. Levin. He said 
that since then mail has been left 
behind only twice - and said that 
both of these occasions were 
"Murphys” - foul-ups4 


COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS CALEOONIENS ice NOUMEA/R.C. no. ^B 2903 



OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/T AURANCA 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; HetberlngtOQ Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Sofrana Unilines, 42 Customs Street, TcU 73279 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 


South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) LimiM 


TeleiAiooe2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 
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W LINK WITH NSW SCHOOL 


Hillcrest Plan: 
240 new beds 

1 ILLCREST HOTELS Ltd* is applying 
for approval to expand its accommoda¬ 
tion by up to 120 additional rooms over 
the next three years. 

A preliminary letter outlining the 
proposal was tabled at the October 
Council meeting. Sketch plans and 
additional details were expected to be 
received at the closed session of the 
Council meeting on Nov. 1st. 

The Hillcrest application gives 
Council its first substantial alternat¬ 
ive to the controversial proposal for 
a new luxury hotel on the old King¬ 
fisher site at Anson Bay. 

Hillcrest says it would like appro¬ 
val for a three-stage development of 
40 rooms next year» 40 more in 1980/ 
81. and a further 40 the year after - 
depending on how Norfolk's tourist 
levels are running, how successful 
the first stages proved to be. and the 
timing of the upgrading of Norfolk 
airport. 

If approved by Council, die addi¬ 
tional Hillcrest accommodation would 
more than offset the number of tour¬ 
ist beds lost when the former King¬ 
fisher burned down, and those that 
will be lost when the Paradise lease 
expires year after next. 

The expanded Hillcrest would ca- 
ler for small and medium-sized con¬ 
ference groups, with a large addi¬ 
tional dining room and conference 
centre commencing construction late, 
next year. 

The additional bedrooms would be 
in two separate new wing^, on level 
ground a^ut 40 metres southwest of 
the hotel’s present dining room. The 
site is screened from Taylor's Road 
by trees and bush, and has superb 
views out oyer Philip Island. 

Preliminary drawings of the develop¬ 
ment were circulated to CouncilloK 
Ln October. They should have been 
made public soon afterward - but the 
Council is bbing secretive and the dir¬ 
ectors of the company won't release 
anything until Council says OK. 

The present Hillcrest Hotel, the 
Island's newest, has become well- 
established and is regarded as one 
of the local tourist industry's top 
facilities. 

The Company is owned on the 
Island by a small ffoup of eig^t 
shareholders. Chairman of Direc¬ 
tors is Leo O'Sullivan, and the other 
directors are Charles Strauss and 
Peter Guile. 


SOME HIGH SCHOOL in New 
South Wales could become ” Nor¬ 
folk’s” high school if forthcoming 
talks with the N. S.W. Department 
of Education bear fruit. 

The proposal for a continuing link 
between ^e Norfolk Central School , 
and some particular mainland high 
school was contained in a report 
from Council's social and welfare 
committee, and accepted at the 
October Council meeting. 

The committee recommended that 
the possibilities of setting up such a 
link should be explored because of 
the linsuitability” of establishing 
11th and 12th year education on the 
Island. 

Key elements in-the proposal are - 

• Building up a series of foster 
homes nearby the high school, where 


Norfolk students could live during 
their two high school years, if they 
had no close relatives on the mainland 
with whom they could live. 

C Maintaining a link between the 
principal of the high school and the 
principal of the Norfolk school, in 
order to mesh the curricula of the 
two schools, and the uansition and 
counselling of Norfolk students as 
they move to mainland education. 

• Helping to reduce homesickness 
and drop-outs by having a number 
of Norfolk youngsters all attending 
the same mainland school. 

The social welfare committee also 
recommended that if the proposal 
should appear workable. Council 
should consider offering bursaries to 
cover accommodation costs on the 
mainland for students whose families 
can't afford it. 


STILL NO COMMENT "UNTIL THE PATH IS ALL CLEAR” 

Anson Group Due onlS^Si 


THE MYSTERIOUS luxury hotel pro- 
posed for Norfolk's Anson Bay area 
is being worked on harder than ever 
by its apparent promoters in Aust¬ 
ralia, but they are as silent as ever 
on the two key questions - 

■ WHO is the "Mister Big” who 
will own the hotel if it is permitted* 
to go ahead? 

■ WHERE will the hotel’s thou¬ 
sands of new, well-to-do guests, 
confidently expected by the promo¬ 
ters, be coming from? 

♦ FLOWUNE ASSOCIATES, the pro- 
ject management firm that Nor¬ 
folk's Council assumed was the prin¬ 
cipal organisation that would build, 
own and operate the hotel, is not 

widely known in the Sydney construc¬ 
tion and engineering world. 

Council hastily gave full "approval 
in principle” for £e hotel project at 
its May 18th meeting, and made 
this publicly known for the first time 
on June 14ih. Council comments 
implied that Flowline was a very sub¬ 
stantia J organisation. 

Flowline didn't seem to have a Syd¬ 
ney phone listing last year, but does 
this year.- Thejlisting shows two ad¬ 
dresses: one in the lovely Sydney 
north-shore residential suburb of Tur- 
ramurra, and one in the lovely Middle 
Harbour residential suburb of Seaforth. 
The Seaforth address is the home of 
Mr. Mario Ballico, who is believed to 
be the principal executive of Flow line. 
The Turramurra address is also a 
residence - a stunning, brilliantly- 
designed building, but a residence. 


with no sign giving any indication that 
Flow line Associates might be found 
there. 

Project management firms often con¬ 
sist of a small nucleus of nArmfln#»nt 
staff, with additional statt being uucu 
as needed to carry out a specific pro¬ 
ject the firm has taken on. 

Most of the well-known such firms 
in Sydney are members of a profee* 
sional association called the Project 
Managers' Forum. The secretary of 
the Forum said Flowline were not mem¬ 
bers, and he could not shed any light 
on the firm. 

THE $5. 000.000 or more needed to 
build a luxury hotel at Anson Bay has 
been rumoured on the Island to 
available when needed through Avery 
and Associates in Sydney, acting for 
a company called "Mainzeal”. 

Last month The News visited Avery 
and Associates, in a two-office suite 
in the Royal Exchange Building one 
of Sydney's better business addresses. 

Mr. Avery wasn’t in at the time, but ^ 
Mr. Ray Fitzgerald, of Anson Bay, was. 
He was engaged in a discussion with a 
younger man in one of the two offices. 
He recognised the voice of The News’s 
editor, popped out of the office, 
exchanged a few pleasantries, and 
left shortly afterward. 

Mr. Ted Avery arrived a few min¬ 
utes later. He acknowledged that he 
was involved with the proposed 
Norfolk hotel, and made an appoint¬ 
ment to see the editor late that day. 

At that discussion Mr. Avery said 
he preferred not to say anything 
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about the hotel project "until the 
path is all clear". 

"If you say one thing, and then 
have to change it later, it dJbesn't 
look good," he said. 

He said he had been spending a 
large amount of time and effort on 
the project lately, but that he had 
only got into it personally a few 
weeks previously. 

"The finance for the hotel is there," 
he said, "subject to DA*s. " He ex¬ 
plained that "DA*s" meant "develop¬ 
ment approvals". 

He said he was planning to come to 
Norfolk on November 15tl\ along with 
Peter Woods, of Flow line Associates- 
who visited the Island in September 
with Mr. John Dynon, a solicitor who 
has so far been the main contact be¬ 
tween the promoters and the Council. 

Mr. Avery said he and Mr. Woods 
would be bringing sketch plans for the 
proposed hotel with him. 

"If they don't like it, " he said - 
apparently referring to Council’s 
reaction when they see the sketch 
plans - "we may have to come back 
and work out something different." 

Mr. Avery said it might be appro¬ 
priate to have a public meeting on 
Norfolk when he arrives here, to talk 
about the hotel plans. 

Asked who would actually own the 


hotel if it should be built, Mr. Avery 
said "I can’t comment on that. " 

The office of Avery and Associates 
has the practical look of a small 
accounting firm. There is a letter- 
board on the wall listing 20 compan¬ 
ies whose offices are registered there. 
The companies’ names give no clue 
to what ^e companies do. One of 
them is "Mainzeal (Australia)". An¬ 
other is "Mainzeal Overseas," 

On a coffee table in the reception 
area are copies of accounting and 
company secretary professional jour¬ 
nals, Time and The Bulletin - and a 
book called "The New Asia", and 
a copy of The Far Eastern Economic 
Review, and a copy of Asia Week, 
a business weekly about commerce 
and finance in Asia. 


JAPANESE TOURIST 
INVASION OF NORFOLK? 
-- see page 25 


’Speed up decoldni 
sation’- Fraser! 

OCTOBER WAS a month of confus¬ 
ion and conuadictions about Aust¬ 


ralia’s colonial role in the South 
Pacific. 

At the South Pacific Conference 
in Noumea, Australia’s representa¬ 
tives had to refer obvious questions 
back to Canberra - including the 
acceptability of newly-independent 
Tuvalu as a member. Fiji attacked 
Australia’s "insulting and paternal¬ 
istic manner" and was supported by 
the New Hebrides and both Samoas. 

Later in the month Prime Minister 
Fraser told a Liberal Party banquet 
that it was time for people to stop 
knocking Australia. He said that 
"the quality of freedom and oppor¬ 
tunity for individual Australians has 
no equal - anywhere" - neglecting 
the fact that Freedom House, in 
New York, had just repeated, wOTld- 
wide, that die people of Norfolk 
are only "partly free" because Aus¬ 
tralia won’t allow government by 
consent here. 

At the end of the month PNG’s 
foreign minister was reported to 
have asked Australia to support a 
"campaign against Britain, France 
and the U« S., which still hold pos¬ 
sessions in the South Pacific." Mr. 
Fraser, apparently oblivious of Aus¬ 
tralia’s own colony, Norfolk, called 
for a speed-up of de -colonisation 
in the South Pacific. 


COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE BEST CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK - 


NORFOLK SOUVENIRS 

.0 ' 



We are hard to find because we’re back in behind other 
shops along Taylor’s Road. It’s worth looking for us, 
because we have 1, 000s of items, at old-fashioned 
prices that you’ll want to compare with those elsewhere. 

Our shop is also nice to visit because it's a handsome 
pine cottage, in a garden setting next to the ruins of the 
old Norfolk bakery. The furnishings are made from mass¬ 
ive chunks of Norfolk Pine. 

Our entry drive is across the road from Four Corners 
shop. If you get lost, ask anybody where we are. It is 
only a few minute’s walk up the street from the Post 
off ice and the Tourist Bureau. 


LOCALlY-MADE HANDCRAFTS -- SHELL COLLECTIONS -- NORFOLK PAINTINGS 
AND PRINTS -- NOVELTIES -- BEAUTIFUL JEWELLERY AT REAL BARGAIN PRICES 
-- JADE, OPALS, AGATE, CORAL, MOTHER-OF-PEARL, SI L V E R A ND G O LD - P LA TE D 
NATURAL SHELL JEWELLERY -- NORFOLK ISLAND STAMPS -- GLASSWARE -- 
REALLY NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT EVERYONE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 
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HEALTH 
FOOD SHOP 

In the little cottage 
at Aunt Em’s 



Come taste nice free samples 



ISLAND 

HAND- 

BOCK 


Norfolk calendar • best shopping 
Island map* open & closing times 



In New Cascade Rd. not far from the centre of Burnt Pine. 
Two Biant Polynesian Moai statues welcome you at our door, 
to btmg you and us happiness and good luck. 


ELVA YAGER'S VALLEY VIEW RESTAURANT 
OPENS SIX NIGHTS A WEEK. 

DINNER IS $6.00 AND INCLUDES AN ENTREE, 
A CHOICE OF STEAKS, PORK CHOPS, VEAL 
OR FRESH LOCAL FISH, AND A CHOICE OF 
ISLAND DESSERTS. 

FRIDAY NIGHT IS THE FAMOUS ISLAND 
BAKED DINNER FOR ONLY $8.00. 



ELVA YAGER'S 
Valley View Restaurant 


We can choose and prepare our food best if you will please make a reservation by 4,30, 
Ring 2185 - or just leave a note in our letterbox outside, telling us when to expect you. 




























RQUDS 

(Norfolk ltbr>d) Limited 


PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 

OMEGA watches 

TISSOT watches 
LAN CO watches 

ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 

RQUDS ALSO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 

Royal Doulton figurines 
Liadro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 




ALL 


RQUDS 


DIAMOND - RUBY - SAPPHIRE • EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 



RQUDS 



SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 


SHOP AT 


RQUDS 






SPECIAL FEATURE FOR VISITORS TO THE ISLAND 


5 CLUES TO UNDERSTANDING NORFOLK 


NORFOLK ISLAND seems to many 
visitors to be a simple, pleasant and 
uncomplicated place; 

But if you care to look more deep¬ 
ly,, and to gain a more informed un¬ 
derstanding of the Island, you will 
find it is an intricate as a piece of 
symphonic music. . 

If you are one of those more per¬ 
ceptive visitors, wanting to go home 
wldi a grasp of what the Island is 
really all about, here is a series of 
clues to help start you off. As you * 
talk with people on Norfolk you’ll 
doubtless hear disagreement on some 
of the opinions given; Islands attract 
individualists, with their own strong 
ideas about many things. But the 
subjects are keys to knowing Norfolk. 

1:the people 

There are about 1200 full-time, 
permanent residents. About 500 are 
’’Islanders’* - direct descendants of 
the Pitcairn settlers. There are about 
300 Australians and 300 New Zealand¬ 
ers who have settled here; over 100 
of them have married Islanders, and 
so the Pitcairn families all told 
amount to slightly over half the popu¬ 
lation. The Pitcairners hold over 
half of the Island’s freehold and 
Crown lease land, and well over half 
of the youngsters at the Norfolk 
school are Pitcairn descendants. 

In addition there are normally sev¬ 
eral hundred people, many of them 
young, from Australia and New Zea¬ 
land, who are here on six month 
“work permits'* to fill jobs that can’t 
be filled on the Island - there being 
virtually no unemployment among 
the permanent population. Many of 
these work for relatively low wages 
in the tourist industry, and regard 
their stay on Norfolk as a sort of work¬ 
ing holiday. 

The ori^nal Pitcairn settlers came 
to Norfolk in 1856, having been told 
that they could have the entire Island 
and its buildings to divide among 
themselves or to share in common. 
British and, later, Australian author¬ 
ities for generations afterward main¬ 
tained that there had been a mis¬ 
understanding about this, but the Pit¬ 
cairners have always been adamant 
about the original promise. The re¬ 
sulting conflict has led to protests, 
petitions to die Queen, inquiries and 
Royal Commissions over the genera¬ 
tions. The official decisions have al¬ 
ways gone against the Pitcairners - 
but a set of documents from the 1850s, 


arranged in sequence for the first time 
in 1977 (and available in reprint form 
at shops on the Island) leave little 
doubt that the Pitcairners have been 
right all along. 

Islanders regard themselves as a 
distinct race, have their own tradi¬ 
tions and customs, and speak their 
own language among themselves. 

They have a strong religious tradi¬ 
tion, as well as a gentle, good-na¬ 
tured Polynesian outlook on life. 

They are past masters at sizing up 
"mainlanders" quickly and accurate¬ 
ly - and at tagging nicknames, some 
of them hilarious, on likely candi¬ 
dates. 

2: FINANCES 

Few visitors realise that Norfolk has 
its own independent budget (which is 
in the black), and, rather than hav¬ 
ing a national debt, has a surplus 
from past years invested in the bank 
at interest. 

Norfolk’s public income comes 
from modest customs duties on most 
imports; from the sale of Norfolk pos¬ 
tage stamps; from the operation of a 
local government monopoly on the 
import and sale of beer, wine and 
spirits; and from a range of fairly 
simple taxes and fees on individuals, 
visitor departures, companies, cars 
and so forth. There is no stamp duty 
and no income tax for genuine resi¬ 
dents. The Island was used by Aust¬ 
ralians as an income tax haven for 
some years, but changed Australian 
laws ended this in 1973. 

Australia makes an annual grant 
of $126, 000 to the Island. This is 
about adequate to cover the salaries 
and expenses of the three Australian 
officers who are sent to fill the key 
positions in the Island’s local Admin¬ 
istration. 

Norfolk’s public Income pays for 
public works, roads, administration 
salaries, the hospital, school, and a 
3-man police force. Doctors, a 
dentist, schoolteachers and police 
officers are selected and posted here 
through the much-appreciated assist¬ 
ance of the New South Wales and 
Commonwealth governments, but 
Norfolk pays their fares and their 
salaries while they are here. 

Australia's system of social wel¬ 
fare benefits does hot extend to Nqr- 
folk. The Island has a uaditUn of 
looking after its own. A weekly 
’’pension” of $35 is paid by tke Island 
to a small number of elderly persons 


who need some supplement to their 
personal and family resources. There 
is no one on Norfolk who is ailone, un¬ 
known and in need. 

Australia pays for die upkeep of 
the Norfolk airport, which is part of 
Australian international air agree¬ 
ments, and for the meteorological 
office, which is a reporting station 
only, sending dau needed by the 
Commonwealth weather forecasting 
system. Australia has also paid 
much of the cost of restoring die his¬ 
toric buildings at Kingston, which 
are regarded as part of Australia's 
colonial history. 

3: THE RUINS 

The ruins and restored buildings 
at Kingston are left from a by-gone 
era in the Island’s history, when Nor¬ 
folk served for a time as a prison. 

They are remarkable for two quite 
different reasons. 

One is that they were handsomely 
and simply designed and laid out in 
Georgian style, and are one of the 
world’s few examples of a Georgian 
village that has not been added to 
and adulterated widi more recent 
buildings of later styles. Because 
many of the Kingston buildings are 
in use today - with more to put . 
to use as they are restored - the vill¬ 
age has a cunent life, rather than 
the disembodied^ musty feeling of 
empty relics of ^e past. 

It is possible, wi^ guidance from 
a local resident who Imows or with 
some study of available books, to 
piece together many aspects of how 
a remote community lived 150 years 
ago. Bread, for example, was made 
from grain grown on the Island and 
then ground - in a windmill if the 
wind was blowing (its foundations 
can be seen out at the end of the 
golf course}; in a watermill if the 
water was howing (the mill-pond 
and milk ruin are in WatermillVal- 
ley); and in a man-operated crank 
mill (near the Kingston pier) when 
that was necessary. 

The other remarkable aspect of 
the Kingston ruins is that they call 
to mind unspeakable cruelty of man 
to man, in the Queen's name, long 
ago. Norfolk Island was for a time 
a prison designed to provide, inten^ 
tionally, **the harshest punishment 
short of death”, and often it did not 
stop short. The prison settlement • 
was abandoned, partly because of 
its foul reputation, in the mid 1850s. 

The prisoners' three-storey gaol 






building is gone. The Pitcairners 
found use for die other Kingston build- 
ingSf but the gaol was an offence to 
their eyes. It was gradually pulled 
to pieces^ with the stone and coral 
used for other buildings* or as rubble 
for surfacing the Island's roads. The 
walls surrounding the prisoners' com¬ 
pound still stand* but the salt spray 
and the sun have bleached away 
much of their grimness. Today they 
are a site of enjoyment* providing 
shelter from the wind for immense 
Island picnics that are held from 
time to time. 

4: COLONY STATUS 

Norfolk Island is one of the few re¬ 
maining colonies in the English- 
speaking world. This status has be¬ 
come an embarrassment to Australia. 
The Island's form of administration 
was officially proclaimed as "out¬ 
moded and inappropriate** by Aust¬ 
ralia in 1975* and is contrary to 
United Nations covenants endorsed 
by Australia* as well as being a 
strange anachronism in an age when 
free people are expected to have 
democratic government. 

Norfolk has its own distinct laws 
and regulations* but these are made 
by Australia* and Australian law does 
not allow the people of the Island to 
vote for those who make the laws. 

The government is not answerable 
to die people^ 

There is an elected Norfolk Island 
Council. Its Chairman is the Aust¬ 
ralian-appointed Administrator. Le¬ 
gally the Council has no power ex¬ 
cept to offer advice to the Admini¬ 
strator* which he can listen to or ig¬ 
nore. As the only elected represent¬ 
atives of the people of the Island* 
however* the Councillors have done 
their best to get democratic govern¬ 
ment restored to Norfolk. In 1977 
they made an appeal to the United 
Nations to prevent Australia from 
annexing the Island without consent* 
and early in 1978 they voted to sup¬ 
port a resistance movement by people 
of the Island to fight off forced an¬ 
nexation, The conflict was suddenly 
cooled off in May* 1978* by an Aust¬ 
ralian government announcement that 
some self-government would be re¬ 
stored to the Island* and that it 
would not be annexed into the Aust¬ 
ralian system. 

Oddly* the people of Norfolk did 
have democratic self-government 
from the time of die Pitcairn settle¬ 
ment in 1856 until 1896* when it 
was terminated by an autocratic Gov¬ 
ernor ci New South Wales* acting be¬ 
yond his authority. The Island never¬ 
theless remained a "separate and dis¬ 


tinct settlement" in the British Em¬ 
pire. It has never been ceded to 
Australia* but since 1914 it has been 
technically "a territory under the ad¬ 
ministration of Australia." 

In 1976 the Island was angered 
when Australia refused to allow a 
Norfolk Islander* who was heading 
the local government as Deputy Ad¬ 
ministrator* to be confirmed as Ad¬ 
ministrator. he resigned from his 
post* and some time later was ap¬ 
pointed Administrator of one of Aust¬ 
ralia's two other colonies, the Cocos 
Islands. 

The Island's current Administrator* 
who is hopefully the last in die 82-year 
sequence of colonial appointees* is 
Mr. D.V. O'Leary. He formerly had 
been the third-ranking officer in Aust¬ 
ralia's "secret service"* A.S.I.O. 

He has not indicated that he sees 
anything outmoded or inappropriate 
about the range of undemocratic pow¬ 
ers an Administrator has over the 
Island and its people* and has sought 
to extend diem rather than using £em 
with restraint. He is a man of good 
grooming and authoritarian manner. 
He occasionally has cowed the elect¬ 
ed Council by sheer force of personal¬ 
ity* and has been known to confiscate 
film from the camera of a tourist 
snapping pictures of the exterior of 
his (^ficial home* Government House. 

Around the Island he may be seen 
driving (or being driven* when a cere¬ 
monial occasion permits) in a white 
Ford sedan provided by the Common¬ 
wealth. It can be recognised by iu 
registration plate* A-l* and by the 
miniature gold flagstaff which Mr. 
O'Leary arranged to have sent from 
Australia and affixed to its bonnet, 

5: THE FUTURE 

In 1975 a Royal Commission was 
set up by Australia to recommend 
an acceptable form of government 
for Norfolk. Its recommendation - 
the"Nlmrao Report" - was essentially 
that the Island should be annexed in- 
I to Australia and become part of the 
Canberra electorate, ^nd that no 
referendum of the Island's people 
should be allowed on the matter. 

The Report* often disdainful in tone* 
was found to contain major errors of 
facW When it became apparent 
that Australia planned to follow the 
recommendations regardless* more 
than two-thirds of the Island's elec¬ 
tors signed solemn declarations say¬ 
ing they opposed being annexed. 

About 15^ of residents appeared to 
favour die proposal* or at least the 
specific idea ^at Australian welfare 
benefits be paid here. 

After 18 months of struggle* with 


leading roles played by the Council 
and by the Society of Descendants of 
the Pitcairn Settlers - the original 
"Islanders" - Australia finally an¬ 
nounced that the main recommend¬ 
ations of the Nimmo Report had 
been rejected. 

Hon. R.J.Ellicott* who became 
Minister for Home Affairs (with re¬ 
sponsibility for Norfolk matters) 
late in 1977* announced on May 8th 
that the Government had decided 
that Norfolk need not be governed 
by die same laws that govern Aus¬ 
tralia; that the Island could have a 
social welfare system different from 
the one designed for the mainland; 
that the Australian taxation system 
would not be extended to the Island; 
and diat a new* elected body to be 
known as the Norfolk Island Legi- 
sladve Assembly would be formed* 
with power to pass laws for die peace* 
order and good government of ^e 
Island. 

It appeared that Australia might 
have decided diat fully-democratic 
government should be restored to 
Norfolk* and colonial rule ended 
at last. But diere were basic points 
of vagueness in Mr. Ellicott's state¬ 
ment. 

He said the Legislative Assembly 
would have full control over a list of 
matters which are essentially the 
"roads and drains" powers of a shire 
government. Laws on fishing* educa¬ 
tion* customs and immigiradon were 
to be subject to veto by an Austral¬ 
ian-appointed Administrator* and it 
was not clear whether this veto was 
to be the equivalent of full control, 
or whether the control was to be ex¬ 
ercised for Norfolk's benefit or for 
Australia's benefit. 

Most major governmental powers* 
including social welfare serviceis* 
healdi and medical services* zoning 
and other controls over land and land 
use* law enforcement* transport and 
contacts with other South Pacific Isl¬ 
ands were to be kept by the Common¬ 
wealth - though Norfolk would be ex¬ 
pected to meet most of the costs it¬ 
self. 

What the great majority of resi¬ 
dents appear to want is for Norfolk 
to have the acknowledged ri^t of 
internal self-government in associa¬ 
tion with Australia* with Australia 
retaining full rights on most matters 
of an international nature. This 
would be comparable to die relation¬ 
ship between New Zealand and two 
of its former colonies, the Cook 
Islands and Niue* except that New 
Zealand accepts the necessity for 
providing millions of dollars in year¬ 
ly support for them, and Norfolk 
wants to continue supporting itself. 






PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a “must". 
You will find in teres ting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam - 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR riigs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret* and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skin packs, sock -and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHIUPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and childten 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVOR-carvings , 
and other souvenirs 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex, 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 

POST OFFICE: 9am - 12.30prh and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
TEI£PHONE$: Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at die OTC build- . 
ing in New Cascade Rd.: 9am-9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 
lOam-12.00 and 3pm-6fMm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes; Sydney $3.75, 
Auckland $4. 68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm: Saturday 9am - 2.30pm: Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge 5^ a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
1pm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
for passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (atN.l. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri, Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2 092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2 092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY : Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 10-12 and 1-4. 
STAMPS; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors east. For back issues of 
Norfolk Island stamps, get in touch 
with Tom Grimshaw, on the Island. 
ADMIN ; Mon-Fri 9-1 and 1.45.6|jm. 
Accounts, registrar, 10*-X aitd 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12. 30, and 2pm-6.30. 

Wednesday. Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are open Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING; Trading 
Posit 7.30-^m Mon-Sat and 9am- - 
7pm Sun; Burns Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.30am-8.3Qpm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 anil 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. !: 
EAST-WEST/Am N. Z. ;Butnt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays, ^12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Klotors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Cenual Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine.is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-1.30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 




OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM 7PM. 


TELEPHONE 2 019 
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NOTABLE ANNIVERSARIES IN THE HISTORY OF THE NORFOLK PEOPLE 

November 14th^ 1896 ; Viscount Hampden, Governor of Norfolk (and of NSW) 
abolished self-government on Norfoll^ placed himself in charge and appoint¬ 
ed an outside Chief Magistrate - -in violation of Queen Victoria's Rules and 
Regulations for Norfolk Governors, laid down in 1866. 

November 29th, 1838: Pitcairn Island became a self-governing Crown Colony. 
December 2nd, 1858; After 2^ years of living on Norfolk, two families of 16 
people in all left the Island and went back to re-colonise Pitcairn Island. 

They felt promises made to them about their rights on Norfolk were not being 
honoured, and preferred to return to their old way of life. 
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a great name in photography 
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WIND ROSE 

The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of the time the wind 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per¬ 
centage of the time there 
is no wind. . , 
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ISDA service 
IHousie (RSL8, OO; 
IOpen night (Nik) 
IFilm (MRT8. 00) 
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■House (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
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LOCATIONS 

A -Admin. Bldg. 

BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bieentenniai i^ark 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Rest'r't 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib ^Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -Hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
PH -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSL Club 
Scl -School 
SDA -7th Day Adv. hall 
SP -South Pacific hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon’s Water 
VV -Valley View Rest'r’t 
YC -Youth Centre 
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MiMPDAra; ll)pp(^ the fladi and the date. 




Where can you find a camera that 
has a handy pop-up flash, a full information 
viewfinder that gives you all the information you need 
to take great photos, sharp Rokkor lens that gives 
sharp detail corner to corner, then on top of all that 
print the date on every picture? Well you need look 
no more, the Minolta Hi-matic SD with MEMODATE 
is the camera you’ve been waiting for and all of the 
features work automatically, so anyone can take 
great pictures the first time. And the Hi-matic SD is 
compact and lightweight, so you can always keep it 
handy to capture the good times. 

MINOUA HI-MATIC SD 


-•CAMERALINES 

THE ISLAND’S ONLY COMPLETE PHOTOGRAPHIC STORE 





















Proud’s: 


"Omega watches" 

■ 


BEST BUYS 

YOU’LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here's 
what they told us; - 

Cameralines; "Super - 8 Yashica 
movie camera, with zoom lens and 
existing-light capability, for only 
$69 - this is outstanding value to 
buy now for a Christmas gift." 

■ 

Prentice's: "The gift of a lifetime - 
genuine J^arker pens at about one- 
half Sydney price, $10.80 - $230. " 

■ 

"Pete's Place ": "If you hurry you can 
get a transistor radio for only $4. 50, 
before they are all gone. " 

A BC + ABC + ABC + ABC + ABC + ABC + ABC + ABC + A BC + ABC + ABC +ABC 


Casa Kui; "Our jewellery and other 
beautiful arts from China, because 
of our long-standing direct con¬ 
nections there. " 

■ 

Martin's Agencies; "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 

■ 

International Duty-Fr^; "Latest 
releases of recorcis and cassettes, 
big range of artists and groups, all 
at Norfolk prices." 


The Trading Post; "We're the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing," 
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A. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE 

(OPPOSITE SOUTH^Pi^CIFIC HOTEL) 
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Copies of ''The Charter of May 8th, 1978 

ON MAY 8TH, 1978, THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED 
THAT NORFOLK ISLAND WILL BE RESTORED TO SELF-GOVERNMENT, 
MAKING ITS OWN INTERNAL LAWS AND RESPONSIBLE FOR ITS OWN 
FINANCES. INCLUDING TAXATION. SOCIAL SERVICES & WELFARE. 
COPIES OF THIS NEW HISTORIC DOCUMENT ARE ON SALE AT THE 
TRADING POST, N. I. NEWS AGENCY. BURNS PHILP AND NORFOLK 
SOUVENIRS - OR ORDER DIRECT FROM THE NEWS, BOX 94, SOl^PPD, 


TODAY’S 

PAPERS! 

EVER.Y EVENING BUT MONDAY 







gO 






PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTIN.G SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

at the 

TRADING 

POST 














jewellery and 
green jade statuettes 

direct from Peking 


dianionds, rubies, 
ennferalds, sapphires 

opals 
and amber t, 


om the Baltic Se 


ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



Taylor’s Rd. ■ The Exclusive Shopping Centre 

NOW ON DISPLAY -- AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 


NORFOLK 

RADIO 


TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING TAM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 

AUSTRALIAN NEWS REPORTS 7.30. 8. 60. 12. 30. 1. 00. 2. 00. 2. 30. 3. 00. 3. 30, 8. 30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES 7.40. 8.40. 10. 00, 12. 00, 1.06 


MONDAY 

9.15 Songwriters 

10o06 Down Mempry Lane 

10.45 Morning serial 

IL 00 Concert Half-Hour 
12. 05 Book Reviews 

1.30 Radio Aust. Relay 

7.45 BBC Rock Line 
8.00 C & W Show 

9. 00 Naked Vicar 

10. 00 Top Pops 

TUESDAY 

9 15 The Woodlanders 
10. 05 Music from Shows& 
Films 

10.30 Norfolk Island 
Hospital progjramme 

10.45 Morning serial 

12, 05 Ticker. Tape& Phone 

1.30 Methodist Programme 
2.00 Radio Australia relay 


7. 05 Children's Story 

7.30 Sentimental Journey 
(Jazz Pro^amme) 

8. 00 Songwriters . 

9. 00 Feature Album 

10.30 Close 
WEDNESDAY 

9.15 What Ho, Jeeves! 

10.45 Morning serial 
12. 05 World affairs 

1.30 Radip Aust. relay 

2.00 (First Wed. of month) 
N.I. Council meeting 
4.00 Linda & Hadyn 
7.00 Pick of the week 
includes comedy, 
drama, book reviews 
THURSDAY 
9.15 World of books 
10.05 For The Term of His 
Natural Life 
10.45 Morning Serial 


11. 00 Requests 

12. 05 World Affairs Prog. 

1.30 S.D. A. Prog. 

2-. 00 Radio Aust. relay 

4.30 Ron Glum 
7^00 (First Thurs. in Mih. 

only) Council Re-brdcst 
7.05 Evening of light classi¬ 
cal entertainment 
FRIDAY 

9.15 Dad's Army 
10.05 "BBC Rock Line" - 
music 

10.45 Morning serial 
10. 00 Story of Rock 
12. 05 Science/sports 

1.30 Church of Eng. Progr. 

2. 00 Radio Aust. relay 
5.00 Young Mood - Janelle 
7. 00 Fine music all around 
SATURDAY 
10. 00 Mainly Pop 
10. 30 Aust. & Local News 


10»45 Top of Pops 

11.30 Steptoe & Son 
12* 00 Local news 
12.15 Swop Shop 

1 1. OO Radio Aust. relay 

(sports ^om mainland) 
7.05 Not in front of the 
children! 

8.00 Dr. Findlay's Casebook 
8.46 News from Deutsche 
Welle 

9. 00 Couiitry music 
9.45 Li^t music from 
* Holland 

10.30 Wilfred Thomas Show 
11.00 Close 

SUNDAY 

12.30 shorty 

3.30 Radio Aust. relay 
6. 00 Vibes to Do It By 
7.00 Sunday radio - 

drama« music, etc. 


THE 

DOCUMENTS 


"Reproductions of the Eleven Basic Doc¬ 
uments of the Pitcairn Settlers' Rights 
to Norfolk Island" is a 16-page leaflet 
containing copies from official Ales of 
the letters and orders that made Nor¬ 
folk a separate colony, to be wholly 


owned by die Pitcairners. "The audiori- 
ties" have always said the Pitcairners' 
claims were nonsen%. The documenu 
say differenUy. $1 at Bums Philp, the 
Trading Post, Jensen's and Norfolk 
, Souvenirs. By ait to Aust. ,$1 to box 94. 


THE ISLAND'S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 

; Hotel 

Cocktail 
Bar and 







]! VQtlR FAVOURITE COCKTAILS 
^ f, "FINE CELUR OF IMPORTED WINES 

. A*. LbVELY DINING ROOM 

pj^ENSIVE A LA CARTE MENU 


mce 

STEREO MUSIC FOR YOyR 

V ' ■' DINING AND DANCING PLPASIJR 


OPEN 


EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2255 FOR BOOKING 

Eddie Lloyd, Manager 
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irs A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO | 



Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy Lhem during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY -- touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5BLcK)DY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 

6 NOREOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS; Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 
BHOSPITAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T. C. -- International phone calls, telegrams 

(g)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

The Trading Post 


ANSON BAY 



STEELS POINT 


HEADSTONE 


ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


POINT ROSS 


SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY' 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the coinplete holiday mlnl-oiart — 

"^TRAMNC MI$T 

Open Every Day 7.30am ‘ 7 m ' 


( SUNDAY 
PM OPEN 9am 


We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees... a complete range of tinned foods. • .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve’ items 
...soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes.. .wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery... greeting cars...bug sprays., .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers.. .tinopeners. ..candles.. .first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists* requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you’ve forgotten, every day of the week, early & late. 






500 MILES NORTH, 800 MILES WEST, AND HEADED THIS WAY — 

Japanese Resort Here? 


SECRECY ABOUT the real owners and 
the expected clientele of a proposed 
luxury hotel at Anson Bay has inevit¬ 
ably led to speculation by Norfolk 
residents who are being kept in the 
dark. 

Normally a large, well-established 
hotel chain interested in Norfolk 
would be expected to be completely 
open - even proud - of its identity, 
experience, and ability to do somer 
thing beneficial for the Island. 

But for some reason the promoters 
of the Anson Bay scheme have been 
reluctant to make any public dis¬ 
closure of who would own the pro¬ 
posed hotel, or who its guests would 
be. 

A preliminary feasibility study 
indicated that the hotel would be 
luxurious and .expensive, designed 
to serve.a class of tourists that don’t 
come to Norfolk now. There were 
early reports that the guests would 
come in by chartered plane-loads, 
from places other than Australia or 
New Zealand. 


Who are these expected guests? 

What new market has large numbers 
of potential big spenders who would 
fly in continuing charter-plane groups 
for a Norfolk holiday? 

Americans or Canadians? Why 
would they over-fly Hawaii, Tahiti, 
Samoa and Fiji to get to Norfolk? 
Those islands have international air¬ 
ports and a wide choice of luxurious 
hotels already in operation and 
eagerly looking for guests. 

If not Americans or Canadians, who 
else? One likely answer is Japanese. 
They tend to travel in groups. They 
can spend money as if it were going 
out of style. They like to buy hotels, 
so that the staff can be Japanese- 
speaking, and the food, accommo¬ 
dation and amenities suited to Japan¬ 
ese customs and preferences. 

Since World War II Japanese tourists 
have swarmed outward from Japan, 
gradually converting distant resorts 
into holiday homes-away-from-home. 

The front edge of the tidal wave of 
Japanese tourists has now reached 


Australia, where a multi-million- 
dollar holiday resort, owned by 
Japanese interests, is being built in 
Queensland. And it has reached New 
Caledonia, only a few hundred miles 
to Norfolk’s north, where the number 
of Japanese honeymooners and other 
visitors is increating rapidly. 

Does the approach of mass Japanese 
tourism create a "yellow peril** for 
Norfolk Island? The answer depends 
on whether you are more interested 
in money, or in Norfolk*s character. 

Big spenders 

If money is what matters to you, 
Japanese tourists would bring it in by 
the bucketfull. Hawaii offers a vivid 
example. There, a survey four years 
ago showed that ±e supposedly big¬ 
spending tourists from the U. S, main¬ 
land spent an average of $46.20 a day 
on their holidays. The average 
Japanese tourist at the same time was 
spending $123 a day in Hawaii. 

If Norfolk’s character and way of 
life are more important than quick 
profits, Japanese tourists probably 
represent a threat.greater than the 
Nimmo Report. They are affluent, 
well-dressed, courteous and cultured 
- and they can change the flavour of 
a place almost overnight. 

Travelling in groups, with guides 
carrying flags, unable to speak Eng¬ 
lish on the whole, snapping photo¬ 
graphs of every local site and every 
quaint local resident they pass, 
counting out notes from fat rolls of 
cash, buying whatever takes their 
fancy and forming syndicates to buy 
land, hotels, homes and bussesses, 
they form an irresistible tide. 

Mcmey to buy hotels 

Guam was one of the first overseas 
islands to be "discovered" by the 
Japanese tourists after World War II. 
The island’s tourist figures tell the 
story: 300 visitors in 1964; 34, 745 
in 1969; 234, 000 in 1974; 246,828 
last year. There are now 2, 600 hotel 
rooms, in modern hotels like the 
Guam Hilton, the Fujita, the Dai- 
Ichi and the Okura. 

In Hawaii hotels with some 4, 000 
rooms in all are now owned by Jap¬ 
anese interests. It is almost like 
home for Japanese tourists: they can 
read a Japanese newspaper, printed 
locally, or switch on the TV set to 
full-time Japanese language chan* 
nels. Of Hawaii’s permanent pop¬ 
ulation, only 18^ ate now people 
with Hawaii ancestry - and 27^ are 
Japanese. 

Is Norfolk next? 



The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / November 1978 


26 






(^OUNCIL 

Conerclal proposals 
Invited on coin Idea 

COUNCIL HAS INVITED propositions 
from mints and other parties interest¬ 
ed in striking and distributing Norfolk 
Island coins - although there is no in¬ 
dication that Ausuaiia*$ Treasury 
would permit coins to be issued. 

At the November (Council meeting 
these positions on the coin possibil¬ 
ity emerged: 

The Treasury says there is no pro¬ 
vision in Australian law for territor¬ 
ies to issue coins^ and that if there 
were profits from Norfolk coins they 
would have to go into consolidated 
Commonwealth revenues. The Trea¬ 
sury therefore doubts the Government 
would agree to the idea« 

The Administrator says that Mr, 

Ellicott is inquiring into the matter, 
and that the Minister's record of at¬ 
tention to Council questions in the 
past has been excellent. He said he 
himself had been pushing the idea 
quietly along in his correspondence - 
but made it clear that what he had in 


Pre-Toprens Plan Is 
approved by 5 - 3 

COUNCIL GAVE its approval Novem¬ 
ber 1st to a proposed ordinance adopt¬ 
ing a new, metricated official plan 
of all land on the Island, 

Resistance to the new plan, which 
was prepared by AusuaIra's Surveyor- 
General at Commonwealth expense, 
came from Councillors who felt it 
was a foot in the door for Torrens 
titles to be introduced on Norfolk. 

<^r. Geoff Bennett expressed strong 
opposition to the Torrens system and 
moved that no action be taken on 
the official plan until control of all 
Norfolk land was placed in the con¬ 
trol of a future Legislative Assembly, 
elected on the Island. He was sup¬ 
ported by Crs. Lisle Snell and Greg 
Quintal, but his motion was out¬ 
voted 5-3. 

Other Councillors said they thought 
^e new plan of the Island was advan- 
ugeous in itself, and didn't feel that 
its approval had any necessary con¬ 
nection with Torrens title Itself, 
which is expected to be the subject 
of a separate proposed ordinance some 
time next year. 

Cr. Duncan McIntyre, Council's 
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RANSCRIPT 


FOR NORFOLK-WATCHERS 
WHO LIKE KNOWING WHAT 
COUNCILLORS REALLY SAID, 
AND WHERE THEY STAND 


mind was a single coin, issued for 
one day and then withdrawn from 
sale. 

Cr. Bennett says he does not think 

Council stated its case for issuing 
regular coinage strongly enough to 
the Minister, and moved that Coun¬ 
cil "approves of the concept of a 
coin issue for Norfolk Island, and 
invites propositions from the interest¬ 
ed parties on the striking and dis¬ 
tribution of such a coin issue, whilst 
recognising that the final decision 
would require close co-operation 
with the Australian authorities." 

Cr. Nunn says he feels the idea 
has some urgency, but that he has 
been thinking only of a collector’s 
piece, not a regular coin issue, with 
currency value. 

Cr. Blucher says he likes the idea 
of coins, anJTthey could be a way 
for the Island to earn some money, 
as other islands do. 

Cr. Bennett's motion was support¬ 
ed by Crs. Quintal, Blucher and 
Snell. Crs, Buffett and Nunn voted 
against it. With Crs. McIntyre and 
MacKenzie abstaining the motion 
passed 4-2. 


most vocal supporter of Torrens title, 
said that when the subject of guaran¬ 
teed land titles does come up, he 
thought conversion to the titles would 
have to be a voluntary matter for each 
landowner. 


Background ilesao on 
new Official Plan 

A NEWLY-DRAWN "Official Plan" of 
Norfolk, prepared by Australia's Sur¬ 
veyor-General, was considered at th0 
October meeting of Council. It was 
deferred to the November meeting, 
and an ordinance approving it was en¬ 
dorsed by a majority of Council then. 

In closed-session meetings prior to 
the debate, Canberra experts talked 
with Council about the new plan. 

It was commented on in an explan¬ 
atory memorandum, which Council 
later voted to make public. 

At both the October and November 
meeting some Councillors emphasised 
that there was no necessary connection 
between the "Official Plan" ordinance 
and the possible forthcoming consider¬ 
ation of Torrens Title - or "guaran¬ 
teed land titles". 

The Canberra-prepared memo on the 
Official Plan ordinance is reproduced 


below. Underlining has been added 
by The News to highlight passages in 
the memo which give some hint that 
there just might be some connection, 
after all, between the Official Plan 
and tile possibility of Torrens Title. 


"In June 1972 the Norfolk Island 
Council recommended the introduc ¬ 

tion of a system of guaranteed land 
titles for Norfolk Island. 

"Mr. D.F. Collins, a retired 
Registrar-General of South Australia, 
was appointed on 16 May 1974 as a 
.consultant to study and report on the 
proposed introduction of guaranteed ' 
land titles to Norfolk Island. 

"In his preliminary report Mr. 

Collins recommended the prepara¬ 
tion of an 'Official Plan*. The Plan 
will show details of all existing land 
holdings on Norfolk Island, as deter¬ 
mined by the Surveyor-General after 
examination of all existing survey 
information, charts, plans, convey¬ 
ances, titles, etc. The Common - 
wealth Surveyor-General was consul¬ 
ted about the proposal and agreed to 
undertake the preparation of the 
Plan. 

" It is proposed to introduce the 
Official Ply before Ae guaranTeed 

land titles Qrdinance so that landown¬ 

ers can asemain die relationship of 
their documentary titles to the land 
as occupied. A surveyor will be made 
available on the Island to assist the 
landowners. Whilst drafting of the 
guaranteed land titles Or (finance has 

reached an advanced stage "there could 

be some delay as a result of the re- 

cent policy announcements by the 
Government and the consequential 

legislation which is required. The 
guaranteed land titles Ordinance 
mould however be ready ^or introduc¬ 

tion within 12 mdhdiis. 

"As the survey work is completed 
for the Official Plan and there could 
be some time involved with the 
surveyor explaining to owners their 
boundaries on the Island it is consid¬ 
ered ^sirable to introduce the Offic¬ 
ial Plan as soon as possible. 

"The concept of an Official Plan 
showing all survey information in res¬ 
pect of each parcel of land is unique 
but possible on Norfolk Island be¬ 
cause of the small physical size of 
the Territory. 

"The Plan will provide a starting 
point for the examination of applica¬ 

tions to bring land un3er the provis- 
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ions of the guaranteed land titles 

Ordinance. In submitting applica ¬ 

tions to bring land under the provis ¬ 
ions of that legislation applicants 
will need only to refer to the lot 
number of their land as delineated 
on the Official Plan, This will 
obviate the need for individuals 
wishing to convert their old system 
title to have their land surveyed. 
Similarly when a Certificate of Title 
is issued the land comprised in the 
Certificate of Title will be described 
be reference to the Official Plan. 

’'The Plan will also provide a survey 
base for all future dealings in land on 
Norfolk Island. 

•"A draft Ordinance giving the Plan 
legal status has been prepared by the 
Attorney-Generars Department and 
is atucbed. 

"The draft Land Titles (Official 
Plan) Ordinance provides for an 
Official Plan of Norfolk Island show 
ing, inter alia.: * 

. public roads in the Tenttory 
. the land in the Territory divided 
into numbered sections and 
each section divided into num* 
bered lots corresponding to the 
parcels of land existing within 
that section 

. the boundaries of each section 
. the area, and the bearings and 
lengths of boundaries, of each 
of the lots within each section 
. all easemenu known to the 
Surveyor-General. 

"The Official Plan does not affect 
any ri^t. title or interest in land. 

It is admissible in evidence in any 
proceedings relating to any right, 
title, or interest in land only for the 
purpose of identifying or otnerwise 
showing the location of the land in 
question in relation to other land. 

" With the introduction of the pro ¬ 
posed Land Titles (Official Plan ) 
Ordinance and the guaranteeTland 

titles Ordinance a number of new 

Ordinances will need to be made 
and various existing Ordldances will 
need to be amended, e. g. - 
Public Roads Ordinance (new); 
Limiution of Actions Ordinance 
(new); Conveyancing Ordinance 
(amending); Crown Lands Ordinance 
(amending); Lunacy Ordinance 
(amending); Land (Sub-division) 
Ordinance (amending); Noxious 
Weeds Ordinance (amending); 

Probate and Administration Ordin¬ 
ance (amending); Wills Ordinance 
(amending). 

"The Official Plan represents the 
first complete plan showing the sub¬ 
division of all land on Norfolk Island 
since W,A. Harper's 1887 survey and 
will be extremely valuable to the 


Registrar of Lands as a visual record 
of all land holdings on thie Island. 

It can also be used as a completely 
up to date charting system if desired 
and in preparation of new convey¬ 
ances or titles - subject to agree¬ 
ment of adjoining owners on the 
boundaries." 

Tourlsi policy? Six 
Coonclllors oppose 
thinking It through 

A SEARCHING LOOK into Norfolk's 
tourist accommodation needs - with 
any new approvals being frozen in the 
meantime - was called for by Crs. 
McIntyre and Bennett at October 
Council, but diey were outvoted. 

Council instead passed a resolution 
that its Industries Committee should 
find out how many beds there are on 
the Island now. and what will be 
needed over the next five years. 

No freeze on approvals was made. 

Cr. McIntyre's motion was: 

Cr. McIntyre: "That no further 
tourist development should be ap 
proved even in principle until the 
following matters are cleared up 
urgently: 

(a) the number of tourist beds 
presently available on the Island 
should be determined, 

(b) the means of limiting tourist 
beds in accordance with previous 
policies should be settled ; alter¬ 
natively Council should officially 
abandon such policies and declare 
there is no limit on developmenv 

(c) the Accommodation Proprie¬ 
tors Association report should be 
investigated to determine the 

bed occupancy rate. 

(d) the likely nature and impact 
of any airport or air service devel¬ 
opment on tourism. 

"Secondly, on the basis of this 
information the Council should de¬ 
termine : 

(a) whether any new development 
is required , 

(b) if so, of what nature and of 
what size, 

(c) the relationship between each 
proposed tourist development and 
planning f(x: the whole Island, 

(d) how the development will con¬ 
tribute money to meet the Island's 
cost of providing facilities..** 
Chairman: "Seconded Cr. Blucher." 
Cr. McIntyre: "Thank you, Mr. 
Chairman. The important point 
about discussions for the develop¬ 
ment of a large hotel seems to me 
on analysis Mr. Chairman to be what 
do we have in mind as an overall 
view for the whole of the Island?... 


"Local people have been told that 
they should have upj^ded their 
facilities and invested more heavily 
in the past and covered their bets, 
but it seems to me that that is not 
a fair reflection of what has happen¬ 
ed. They have in fact, like every¬ 
body else been discouraged from 
investing in accommodation for a 
number of reasons... 

"1 finally believe, and I haven't 
always thought this, that the 
main thing to my mind for Norfolk 
Island tourism is that our strength 
first and in future is in the personal 
hospitality and contact of our 
smaller accommodation establish¬ 
ments. and in the mainten ance of 
our quiet and easy-going atmos¬ 
phere. •• 

"My motion proposes that we 
stop and look around before we pro¬ 
ceed.*.*' 

Bits of the debate that followed; 

Cr. Quintal: "Yes, Mr. Chairman, 

I also ag^ee with a lot of what Cr. 
McIntyre has said especially when 
he mentioned that we should make 
our policy clear. I fully agree with 
that statement because in the past 
we have made a proper mess of the 
accommodation set*up on Norfolk. 

Cr. Buffett! 

"By the Minister's decision com¬ 
municated to this community on 
dth May he gave a fair indication of 
what is to happen and that is it is 
going to move forward. I feel it's 
started to do that now and I can't 
support a motion that again puts a 
stop on a very sizeable sector of the 
community. But so that my non¬ 
support is not misunderstood, I 
would like to mention a couple of 
points - one in particular - that 1 
ag^ee with, made by Cr. McIntyre. 

I do agree that first opportunity 
should be given to Islander and 
Island-based persons..." 

Cr. MacKenzie: "I won't support 
the motion but 1 feel there's a lot 
of common sense in what Cr. 
McIntyre has said but as I've men¬ 
tioned before I personally don't 
like to see this industry protected 
because 1 don't see how you will 
keep up the standard on Norfolk 
Island without allowing open com¬ 
petition...** 

Cr. Bennett: "Well Sir, I have 
listened with interest to the debate 
and I've given the matter a lot of 
thought and 1 would support the 
motion if diere was some date of 
completion of such a study,* 

The vote on Cr. McIntyre's*motion: 
McIntyre and Bennett in favour, all 
other Councillors against. 
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MDve to get HA* history back aider control 


AN OFFICIAL history of Norfolk Isl¬ 
and. proposed by a former chaplain 
here, was warmly supported at the 
October Council meeting by Cr. Dav¬ 
id Buffett, who is also president of 
the Norfolk Museum Trust. Its aim 
would be weeding out ’hfiisleading" 
notions. This letter from Rev. Barry 
Marsh to the chairman was tabled*. 

*T was bewteen * 5 December 1969 
and 22 October 1961 the Church of 
England Chaplain on Norfolk Island 
and I have returned to Norfolk 
Island for holiday visits in 1972 1 974 
1975 1976 and 1977. I met you 
briefly over afternoon tea in May 
1977. 

'T write now to request you to 
bring to the attention of the Nor¬ 
folk Island Council for its consid¬ 
eration the need for a definitive 
or official history of Norfolk Island. 

I do so for the following reasons: 

‘*(a) Norfolk Island is an extra¬ 
ordinarily interesting place which 
has a somewhat diverse past 
including - 

(i) the periods of its use as a 
penal settlement 

(ii) the period when the head¬ 
quarters of the Melanesian 
Mission and the Diocese of 
Melanesia were located on 
it and 

(iii) the period of its developnent 
as die'home of the Pitcairns/ 
Norfolk Island community. 

'*(b) Norfolk Island has played a 
significant role in the expansion of 
European civilisation in die Pacific 
Ocean. 

’’(c) Norfolk Island has made a 
contribution to the history of two 
Ausualian colonies and of the 
Commonwealth. 

**(d) Norfolk Island has reached 
die point in its development where 
a definitive or official history is 
required for use by the many people 
who are interested in it. " 

”(e) Norfolk Island has produced a 
plethora of original documents which 
because of the diverse nature of its 
past are now scattered around the 
world in places like England the 
Australia Capital Territory New 
South Wales Tasmania New Zealand 
as well as on Norfolk Island and 
which have not been historically 
researched in detail and 

"(f) Norfolk Island has in recent 
years suffered lamentably because 
of a confusion of fact and opinion 
which has often been put forward 
as history but which on careful and 
expert investigation might prove 
to be error and myth. 


*Tn case what 1 have said in (f) 
above might be misunderstood let 
me make several observations. In 
recent years Norfolk Island’s history 
has figured in both the Norfolk 
Island and Australian mainland 
presses and in other forms of the 
media. Articles have been written 
and in them historical judgements 
have been made. Documents have 
been reproduced in an arbitrary and 
selective fashion and commentaries 
made on them. Memories and recol¬ 
lections have been called upon and 
and the results printed and put for¬ 
ward in other ways as substantive ma- 
teriaL Opinions on historical matters 
have been canvassed and put forward 
as something other than opinion. Much 
of this kind of material which I have 
come across is lacking in careful his¬ 
torical investigation and evaluation 
and is often superficial and mislead¬ 
ing. The compilation of a definitive 
or official history now would do a 
great deal to set Norfolk Island’s his¬ 
tory in its right and true perspective 
for the future benefits of residents 
and interested non-residents alike. 

"An example of the confusion and 
error of which I speak is the article 
which appeared in The Bay of 
Plenty Times of 2 June 1978 and 
which was reproduced by The Norfolk 
Islander of 17 June 1978 and re- " 
ferred to in The Norfolk Island News 
of August 1978. The articles * was 
headlined "Resident uncovers alleged 
swindle" and is an enormous con¬ 
fusion of fact and error opinion and 
recollection in which a former gov¬ 
ernor of Norfolk Island two distin¬ 
guished bishops of the Church of 
England and the Melanesian Mission 
are very seriously maligned. To my 
knowledge neither The Norfolk 
Islander or The Norfolk Island News 
have printed a word of defence or 
refutation. 

"May 1 conclude with three obser¬ 
vations. The first and most 
important is that the suggestion of 
this letter is in no way to be taken 
as a derogation of the work of Mrs. 
Merval Hoare whose book I have and 
have read and re-read and is excel¬ 
lent for what it claims to be - and ” 
outline. The second is that I will be 
glad to amplify any of the matters 
taken up in this letter if Council 
wishes to pursue the question. The 
third is that 1 do not wish Council in 
any way to regard my proposal as a 
request for support of my own histori¬ 
cal investigations relating to Norfolk 
Island. 1 have a genuine desire to 
see Norfolk Island’s history investi¬ 


gated and set before us by a compet¬ 
ent f»ofessional historian." 

* As in The Rev. Marsh’s letter. 

Cr. David Buffett read a passage of 
Rev. Marsh’s letter - the six sentences 
starting with 'In recent years Norfolk 
Island’s history has figured in both 
the Norfolk Island and mainland 
presses..." and including his com¬ 
ments about much material being 
lacking in careful historical investi¬ 
gation and evaluation, and often 
being superficial and misleading. 

Cr. Buffet said he thought the pas¬ 
sage he had quoted was "very appro¬ 
priate" and suggested that because 
of Norfolk’s close attachment with 
Australia, it might be feasible to 
get some subsidy for having an "of¬ 
ficial" history compiled. 

The Administrator suggested he 
might write Canberra about the idea, 
and Council supported the Admini¬ 
strator’s doing so. 

The News comments.* 

Rev. Marsh’s and Cr. Buffett’s eag¬ 
erness for an Official history leads 
one to wish to know more. 

Presumably they believe that pro¬ 
claiming a history to be Official 
would Hrmly, perhaps legally, es¬ 
tablish that it contains the one "right 
and true perspective". 

Who would hold the power to decide 
this? Parliament? The Minister? Per¬ 
haps it could be added to the powers 
of the proposed Legislative Assembly. 
In this case, should the Administra¬ 
tor have a veto? 

Once an Official history had been 
proclaimed, is it thought that people 
would be able to question or chal¬ 
lenge it publicly? Or would this need 
to be done clandestinely, in whisper¬ 
ed voices, behind drawn curtains? 

When the authorities take charge 
of the history books it can be very 
oppressive for the common people. 
This process can be understood by a 
reading of George Orwell’s "1984", 
or a study of Russian history in rec¬ 
ent decades, or a study of the Pitcairn 
people. 

As to Rev. Marsh’s specific criticism 
of The News. We completely agree 
that the "Bay of Plenty Times" article 
was an enormous confusion of fact and 
error - but the fact is that The News 
didn’t deal with it at all, one way or 
another. We dealt directly with an 
old Norfolk "minute book" mentioned 
in tile article, which may (or may 
not) have significance for Norfolk’s 
history. It’s quite uncharacteristic of 
Rev. Marsh to express public disappro¬ 
val for something he obviously didn’t 
have time to read very carefully. 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / November/December 1 97 8 


28 














starfish worsening 
on Pago Pago reefs 

THE DIRECTOR OF Marine Resources 
in Pago Pago. American Samoa, has 
reported that the "alamca** -- Crown 
of Thorns Starfish -- infestation is 
worsening. 

He said that Fagasa Bay. which was 
virtually without alamea three months 
months ago. now has a major front of 
the reef-killing starfish that has kil¬ 
led about 50?c of the live coral in the 
area. There are several other sites 
along the north and west shores of 
Tutila that, like Fagasa Bay. had no 
known concentration of the alamea 
about six months ago. but now show 
heavy infestations. 


Australia helps Tonga 
with tm In 1978/79 

TONGA IS EXPECTED to receive some¬ 
thing in excess of $3 million from 
Australia during the year ending in 
June 1979 for funding of programmes 
under Australian aid. 

Dr. Richard C. Manning, head of 
the Australian aid mission and first 
assistant secreury in charge of the 
Bilateral Programmes Division of the 
Australian Development Assistance 
Bureau (ADAB). recently visited 
Tonga. 

The Australian aid team had dis¬ 
cussions with individual govern¬ 
ment departments and they met 
with the Development Co-ordination 
Committee on October 6. 

Dr. Manning said out of these 
meetings his party had developed 
with the Tongan Government an 
agreed list of priority programmes 
and activities - some of which are 
still on-going activities and others 
which require action on the part 
of the Tongan and Australian 
Governments. 

Major on-going activities which 
will be given high priority include 
rehabilitation and extension of hos¬ 
pitals in Vava'u - an activity which 
will require aid funds of about $2 
million over a period of some four 
years. 


The Tongan Government has sought 
aid on other activities which still 
await finalisation by the Australian 
Government. 

These activities include two major 
development programmes - the 
Queen Salote Wharf extension and 
the rebuilding of the desiccated 
coconut factory managed by the 
Commodities Board. 

The Queen Salote Wharf extension 
will be phased over four or five 
yfears. The present estimated cost 
is around $6| million, according to 
Dr. Manning. 

Other large activities sought by the 
government which will be funded 
over the next several years include 
some support for the smaller electric 
schemes, funding for the Develop¬ 
ment Bank, fuel storage facilities in 
Vava*u, extension of the Tonga High 
School and some facilities for the 
Nuku'alofa Fire Services. 

The kingdom will also seek aid 
from Australia on fisheries program¬ 
mes. for road sealing in the villages 
of Tongatapu. and airport develop¬ 
ment in outer areas. 

The aid mission left for Western 
Samoa on October 6. 

University courses to 
Islands satellite 

THE UNITED STATES is starUng to 
pay more attention to the South 
Pacific islands. 

Richard Holbrooke, assistant secre¬ 
tary of state for East Asian and Pacific 
affairs, says that ”the transition from 
colonial rule to independence must 
inevitably alter the relationship be¬ 
tween the S, and the South Pacific 
region. In less than two decades, 
seven independent nations have em¬ 
erged in the area. ” 

He noted that there were signs of 
growing Russian and Chinese interest 
in the South Pacific. 

A U. S, ambassador has been accre¬ 
dited to Tonga and to Western Samoa, 
and an additional diplomatic post in 
the region will be considered. 

In addition to diplomatic, commer¬ 
cial and cultural links with the South 
Pacific, the U, S, is expanding its 
educational assistance to the region. 


This includes assistance to die Uni¬ 
versity of die South Pacific in Fiji 
to expand its extension services. 
Through the use of television beamed 
from a U« S« satellite, it is becoming 
possible for students in Pacific Islands 
to take university-level courses while 
remaining on their home islands. 

There will also be increased assistance 
to islands students wanting to study 
atU.S, u niversides. 

N.Z.'s refreshing 
views on the Islands 

THE IDEA that large countries know 
what is best for Pacific islanders is 
"outdated and erroneous", according 
to Mr. Brian Talboys, Deputy Prime 
Minister of New Zealand. 

In an address to New Zealand's 
"Volunteer Service Abroad" organi¬ 
sation he said that New Zealanders 
should "not be surprised if the 
comments of island leaders about 
New Zealand have some of the tart¬ 
ness which our people sometimes 
use of Australia or the United States 
or Japan." 

Mr. Talboys said that life in 
Pacific islands was not the leisurely 
idyll shown in tourist posters, but was 
hard and earnest for the majority of 
islanders. 

"The tools the (island) leaders have 
to handle this situation have their 
deficiencies, " he said. "They have 
inherited constitutions based largely 
on the Westminster pattern. On 
occasions these have been grafted 
reasonably successfully onto the tra - 
didonal political sttucture. But the 
Pacific way is to talk a subject through 
until a very widely acceptable con¬ 
census is reached. 

"The Westminster model almost de¬ 
mands yeas, and nays, proposers and 
opposers, political parties, public 
voles. Especially in very small com¬ 
munities the system has not only in¬ 
adequacies but positive dangers. 

"But far from overthrowing West- 
minster-type constitutions they have 
usually worked within the restrictions 
involved, struggling to reconcile 
what must often seem irreconcilable. 

"The temptation to move towards 
one-party states along African lines 
is there. Such a system has some 
affinity with traditional Pacific pol¬ 
itical procedure. But this option has 
thus far been rejected by Pacific 
leaders. 

"Again. Pacific Governments have 
shown imagination in the ways they 
have tried to soften the Impact of 
oil price rises and world recession and 
to raise living standards among their 
people. One government is reverting 
to sail in its inter-island fleet. An- 
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other is experimenting with wind 
power to put electric lights into its 
outer island villages. 

’*A third --in this case Papua New 
Guinea --is engaging in a whole 
range of interesting experiments 
designed to w(x:k out solutions to de¬ 
velopment problems uniquely de¬ 
signed for its own situation. All 
governments in the area are conscious 
of the need to utilise what the de¬ 
velopment buffs call ’’appropriate 
technology". And all governments 
are today conscious of the desirabil¬ 
ity of preserving what remains of 
their traditional cultures and social 
systems in the face of imported sub¬ 
stitutes which seldom fit. It would 
be all too easy for the Pacific to be¬ 
come a series of hand-out societies, 
living on the charity of others. 

"But the dangers of this are increas¬ 
ingly seen in the Pacific. As one 
leader told an international meeting 
several years ago; "Perhaps the 
biggest lesson we have to learn as 
aid recipients is to be able to say *no*. 

"The point I wish to make is that 
with all the blemishes there are 
around the Pacific --as elsewhere -- 
with all the shortcomings and occa» 
sional inadequacies and aberrations, 
the South Pacific countries are making 
a very good fist indeed of running 
their own affairs. And most are doing 
it in democratic ways and without un¬ 
due trauma. , 

"My second point is that by and 
large the Pacific has been extremely 
well served by the leaders who are 
bringing them through these difficult 
years. 

"So now we come to a question which 
affects all New Zealanders; how 
should we be reacting to this new 
Pacific? What is our role in it? What 
are our options in adapting to an in¬ 
dependent, vigorous, proud Pacific? 

"First and probably foremost we must 
accept diat no outside country is go¬ 
ing to tell the Pacific what the ans¬ 
wers are any more. Apart from the 
fact that we don’t always have the 
right answers anyway, the experience 
of the past shows that it is the people 
and leaders of the Pacific themselves 
who will most surely find the appro¬ 
priate road to follow. 

"It is only they who understand fully 
the hopes and aspirations and fears of 
their particular society. So it is only 
they who can say what motivates 
their people and hence how their 
system may be mobilised towards 
adaptation or change. Indeed it is 
only the Pacific people themselves 
who can say whether they want change 
at all -- and if so at what speed. We 
will help out. But there are limita- 
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tions to what outsiders may achieve. 

"We do not now see ourselves as 
the natural and exclusive leader of 
a latter-day South Pacific federation. 
We see ourselves as parmers with our 
neighbours in a joint endeavour to 
achieve a reasonable life for our 
peoples. In the Pacific Forum our 
voice is no greater than that of any 
other member. Indeed that organ¬ 
isation was establ^hed very much 
by the island countries themselves. 

"This is not always fully understood. 
We do not seek exclusive influence 
in the region. We welcome the 
growing interest shown by Australia 
and by others in the region. We 
certainly do not see them as 
competitors. 

"I come now to a delicate area 
of our relations with our neighbours. 
There have been some rather harsh 
things said in recent years by some 
South Pacific leaders about the in¬ 
volvement of New Zealand in their 
affairs. 1 occasionally regret the 
acerbity of such remarks -- and the 
fact that they tend to appear as 
headlines in the press rather than 
as items on an agenda for quiet dis¬ 
cussion and resolution. But I do -- 
I think -- understand why they are 
made. The facts are that we are 
larger, more populous, more afflu¬ 
ent, more technically advanced 
than our Pacific neighbours. We are 
also for many their most important 
market. Our capacity to work good 
or wreak harm in thelx societies 
through our trade, immigration, aid, 
civil aviation, tourism, shipping, 
education policies and actions is 
very considerable indeed. 

"These are facts of life. We value 
our sovereignty. So do the South 
Pacific states. If we feel ours is 
being infringed by Insensitivity or 
plain ignorance, we say so. So do 
they. That is as it should be. We 
should not be surprised if the com¬ 
ments of island leaders about New 
Zealand have some of the tartness 
which our people sometimes use of 
Australia or the United States or 
Japan. 

"One can sometimes detect occa¬ 
sional evidence of what I might call 
a new paternalism in the relation¬ 
ship of some of our institutions to 
their counterparts in the South Paci¬ 
fic. There is the occasional sug¬ 
gestion that the Pacific is indepen¬ 
dent but we still know best what 
is good for the islanders. If it is 
not said it is sometimes seen as be¬ 
ing implied. 

"That attitude must go. It is not 
only out-dated, it is also erroneous. 
And it does New Zealand untold 
harm. ” 
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LIVING 


Norfolk 


(.CONTINUED REMINISCENCES 

of rwo lovely Island ladies of different 
generations - personal memories of 
Norfolk Island’s past, for pleasure and 
enjoyment.) 

Kingston, with many of its classic 
Georgian buildings l^autifully re¬ 
stored by the Australian Government 
was once just ’home* to many 
islanders. It has often been des¬ 
cribed as a natural playground for 
the children who lived £ere. It 
was a very close community - 
the Kingston folk and their descen¬ 
dants having a special affinity 
amongst themselves. 

Aunt Sue continues. 

"There was a big family in 
‘Engineers Cottage” - Tom Buffett’s 
family. Tom was the second young¬ 
est - it was a big family, really. 

John Buffett ’ Sharney* and his family 
lived there. Let’s see, there was 
Alice, Mary, Henry, Eta, Tootle, 

Pearl and Tommy." 

Mary remembered the family vividly. 

"There’s only one alive out of 
that huge family. Tootle was killed 
in the war, Henry died in Burma. 

It was a beautiful family. Their 
Mother was a very lovely woman. ” 

Aunt Sue recalled the Robinsons. 

"They lived in what is the Lions 
Club now. It was another big fam¬ 
ily. There was Cobby, Jack - he 
was handsome, Mrs. Rossi ter was 
Ethel, Aunt May (Daisy’s Mother) 
and one died. ” 

“Do you remember Owen Wade, 

Aunt Sue?” 

“Only just. He lived up in Queens¬ 
land and used to come down every 
so often and he always brought me 
a tin of zu zu mixed biscuits. “ 

"And there was Aunt Mag and Uncle 
Tom Quintal - they were in the long 

row of houses.“ 

"Then there was the Adams family 
on the same row along Slaughter Bay. 

I don’t remember all their names. 

I only remember Brassy and Willie, 

- he died in Sydney. “ 

"1 can remember the ruins where 
Aunt Nan’s place was, down near 
Slau^ter Bay. Aunt Nan’s husband 
was George Quintal - Tommy 
Buffett’s UnAe. He used to ring the 
bell at Church." 

"There was Dinah and Cede ..." 

Aunt Sue, in her seventies, remem¬ 
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bered her Great Uncle ’Macey’ who 
lived at Flagstaff. 

"He was a barrister - lived on top 
of the hill, where Dotiie’s new house 
is. He was Dottie’s grandfather - 
he practiced on the island for a time. 
He got his degree in New Zealand 
and 1 think he was among those that 
Bishop Selwyn of the Melanesian 
Mission chose to have educated. " 

“Let’s get back to Kingston, Aunt 
Sue.” 

“Ri^t - well, in Quality Row there 
was Aunt Eva and Aunt Alva. The 
first house was the Parsonage of the 
Church of England, as I remember. 
The next one was Stevenson’s 
(’Stevo'). Jean Mitchell’s grand¬ 
parents lived in the third one. That 
was Uncle Greg and Aunt Jane. She 
was a Buffett." 

Mary said this was way before her 
time. 

"Aunt Taba lived in the fourth 
house - that’s Granny’s Aunt Taba . 
Quintal. They got burnt down on 
purpose so the Government wouldn’t 
take the house." 

Mary remembered the Methodist 
Parsonage was there too. And Mr. 
Smith and Nellie Smith lived on 
Quality Row. 

“Phillip McCoy and his family 
lived in the house that hasn’t been 
done up yet. They reckoned that 
anyone who lived there ended up 
with T, B, because it was too damp. ” 

”1 know, " agreed Aunt Sue. 

’Carty’ Christian lived in the house 
in the old Military Barracks. Nella’s 
grandparents. And Beattie’s grand¬ 
mother ’AT Hunt Christian lived in 
Old Military Barracks in a house 
there. Beattie, Hagar, Vyner and 
their sisters and brother. " 

"There used to be a family called 
Gondons. There was Amy, Toothie, 
Louis, Lucy and Lucien. They lived 
at the end of Slaughter Bay but 
there isn’t a sign of that house any 
more." 

"You know where the creek is, 
after you’ve been at Slaughter Bay 
and you’re coming up past the foot¬ 
ball field?” queried Aunt Sue. 

"Well, there used t o be a house 
there called ’Aunt Jane Longhouse'." 
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"Yes, her daughter was Mrs. , 
Howard Christian who owned the 
big house at the end of Ball Bay - 
it’s empty now, but they reckon 
there was a ghost in it. They had 
a shop there - she and her husband - 
and they ran what they called ’The 
Club’. “ 

(to be continued,) 


Boofc m/i6w 

FOR THE PAST couple of months two 
copies of a remarkable new book have 
been passed from hand to hand around 
the Island, and read with intense 
interest. 

"South Pacific Dossier” is a compil¬ 
ation of fact sheets, articles by more 
than 20 Pacific authors, photos, 
drawings, poems and maps covering 
the current situation in 17 South 
Pacific island countries and territor¬ 
ies. 

What makes the Dossier so fascin¬ 
ating is that it expresses the views 
and the voices of the people of the 
islands, rather than the- “official" 
views held in the large countries 
around the Pacific. 

Norfolk is not covered, because the 
book is a publication of the Austral¬ 
ian Council for Overseas Aid, and 
Norfolk doesn’t qualify for “overseas 
aid" because it’s administered by 
Australia. 

But the concerns and interests of 
people in the other islands are strik¬ 
ingly similar to those of the people 
on Norfolk. It comes as a refresh¬ 
ing surprise to realise how close the 
parallels are. 

What is the best kind of govern¬ 
ment in the islands? How can “pro¬ 
gress" be achieved without destroy¬ 
ing old cultural values? What do 
island peoples really think of the 
giant colonial powers? South Pac¬ 
ific Dossier presents interesting dis¬ 
cussions of such questions by a wide 
range of people - from the conserv¬ 
ative, development-minded view 
of Peter Kenilorea, the new Prime 
Minister of the Solomon Islands, to 
the near-incendiary views of Dewe 
Gorodey, a leader of the Kanak 
movement in .New Caledonia. 

Through the Dossier the main 
philosophy that emerges is that 
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people of the Pacific prefer their 
own identity rather than being sub¬ 
merged into the large powers. 

The book quotes this from Papua 
New Guinea poet Kumalau Tawali: 
**Not the thoughts of Chairman Mao 
“Not the genius animality of 
Stalin 

“Not the evil calculation of Marx’s 
dialectics 

“Not the piousness of soft clericals 
“Not the rationalisation of scien¬ 
tists and philosophers of immorality 
“Not the greed of capitalist in¬ 
humanity 

“Not the sentimentality of detente 
“Neither the nihilism of intel-^ 
lectuals 

“Nor the bruullty of fascism 
“But the dynamism of quietness 
in the hearts of our people 
“Checking each fault 
“Calming each fear 
"Speaking as the ocean breeze 
at sunset 

"Of shedding greed 
"Of shedding hate 
"New men, new women 
"Out latent might 
“Pacific Free! 

"Pacific Peace! “ 

In a more resentful vein is a 
poem from Moses Ymal Uludong in 
Micronesia that begins - 
"I never invited you 
“but you came to my island 
"and I welcomed you 
"You told me 
“1 was a savage 
“ and I believed you,.. “ 

But poetry is hardly more than an 
incidental part of “South Pacific 
Dossier". The book includes re¬ 
liable fact-sheets on the Islands 
from Papua New Guinea (and Irian 
Jaya) to Tahiti - each giving basic 
geographical and population data, 
a capsule history, form of govern¬ 
ment, the economy, communica¬ 
tions, relations with Australia, 
value of trade widi Australia, and 
membership in international 
organisations. 

It isn't a book for reading at one 
sitting. It isn't simply a good, up- 
to-date reference work, although 
it is worth its $4.25 price just for 
that. 

It is a remarkable revelation of 
what is actually happening in the 
other islands of the South Pacific - 
and in ^e minds of the people of 
the othtt islands. And that is essen¬ 
tial information for anyone who 
wants to understand what is really 
happening on Norfolk these days. 
Copies are available on the Island 
now. 



FOR MONTHS, WE have been having 
so much rain that many plants were 
getting too much liquid, but al¬ 
ready we could do with a good 
soaking, as the surface soil is dry. 

As readers of these gardening 
notes will know I am a great believ¬ 
er in the hoe keeping the ground 
loose and friable during the dry 
months, so keep up the hoeing. 

Although flower gardens were late 
±is spring, there is no shortage of 
colour "behind the hedges". Many 
are just a riot of colour. 

Now is the time to plant the 
following annuals, asters, zinnias 
and french marigolds. 

Roses are showing spot, also some 
hibiscus, so a spray with any recom¬ 
mended spray will be beneficial; 
Zineb, Garden - Doctor or Master, 


are some of these. 

Rust will also show up soon, in 
gerberas, so be just ahead of it and 
spray first. Prevention is better 
than cure. Always remember to 
spray early or late, not in the heat 
of the day. For powder type, or 
dusts, always early while the dew 
is on foliage. 

I am sure everyone admires orchids 
in their many varieties, so why not 
grow some? They do not deserve 
their reputation of being difficult, 
and they repay by their long flower¬ 
ing period. Did you notice the 
beautiful mauve orchid, Nobile, 
which I was sad to see in potted 
plant section at the recent show? 

It should have been in "best orchid" 
class for it was a really beautiful 
specimen of Dendrobin orchid. 



HAVE YOU ever thought what a 
waste it seems to throw away all 
those outer leaves of a lettuce? 

Well here, as a starter, is one way 
you may make good use of them. 

Let us then have a somewhat differ¬ 
ent chicken followed by an old Eng¬ 
lish dessert. 

LETTUCE SOUP 

12 outside lettuce leaves (washed 
and shredded) 

1 small onion or leeks with the 
green part also (chopped) 

1 packet Cream of Chicken Soup 
1 cup milk 
3 cups water 

A good shake of paprika, nutmeg, 
salt and pepper to taste. 

Braise lettuce leaves and onions or 
leeks in butter. 

Make up your chicken soup with 
milk and water, simmer for a few 
seconds. 

Blend lettuce leaves and onions with 
a little of the soup mixture - when 
blended, pour mixture into the rest of 
your chicken soup and simmer a fur¬ 


ther 10-16 minutes. 

Serve hot with garlic bread or herb 
rolls. Serves 4. 


This Banana & Ginger Meringue 
Cake came from an old recipe and 
was served at the Duke of York Inn 
at Iddesleigh, Devon: 

BANANA & GINGER MERINGUE CAKE 
6 large egg whites 

10 oz. caster sugar 
1 tablespoon of vinegar 
16 fl. oz. of cream 

5 ripe firm bananas 

6 large lumps of preserved ginger 
Pre-heat the oven to 300 degrees 

Prepare 2 baking sheets by wetting 
them and lining them with oiled 
greaseproof paper. Whisk egg whites 
till they're stiff but not dry and form 
soft peaks. Now whisk in the sugar 
bit by bit and when all the sugar is 
in whisk in the vinegar. 

Spoon the meringue in two circular 
shapes, one on each prepared tin 
using a palette knife to help keep a 
round shape. Place meringues in 
the oven, immediately turn the heat 
down to 275 degrees, close the door 
and leave them there for an hour. 
Then turn the heat off and allow the 
meringues to cool and dry out inside 
the oven until quite cold. Before 
serving peel off the greaseproof paper 
and sandwich the 2 meringues together 
with whipped cream, the sliced ban¬ 
anas and finely chopped preserved 
ginger. 
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Gilbert Islands Fact Sheets 


Fiji - Fact Sheets American Samoa - Fact Sheets 


Tonga — Fact Sheets 



Nauru — Fact Sheets French Polynesia — Fact Sheets Papua New Guinea — Fact Sheets 

Tuvalu - Fact Sheets Trust Territory of the Pecific islands - Faa Sheets New Caledonia - Fact Sheets 
Solomon Islands — Fact Sheets New Hebrides - Fact Sheets Western Samoa — Fact Sheets 

Cook Islands - Fact Sheets Ocean Island — Fact Sheets Irian Jaya — Fact Sheets Niue — Fact Sheets 


South Pacific 
Dossier 

131 PAGES INCLUDING PACIFIC MAP - $4.26 



calm blue ocean shaded by swaying palm trees. But do we know of the Pacific Islanders* 
hopes, their dreams, their aspirations, their illusions and their disillusions? It is our hope 
that the South Paciflc Dossier will help to answer some of these questions. 
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THE DAYS fly past far too quickly. 
.At least now that the sun rises earlier 
one can fit a few more activities in 
to die day. The weather here on 
Norfolk for the past few days has 
been glorious; not too much wind 
and plenty of lovely warm sun. Per¬ 
haps summer is not far away. After 
such a bleak cold winter^ 1 think 
everyone is looking forward to the 
warmer weadier. 

October on Norfolk was quite a 
busy month - the most important 
event of course was the Agricultural 
& Horticultural Society's Show Day 
held this year on Monday. 9th Octo¬ 
ber. To enable the public to watch 
the equestrian events' as well as have 
sufficient time to view the exhibits 
in Rawson Hall, the adult equestrian 
events commenced at 10.30 a. m. 

The children's section was held the 
previous afternoon - Sunday. At 
1.30 p.m. a large crowd was gather¬ 
ed at the steps of Rawson Hall for the 
official opening. 

Although the quality of the exhi¬ 
bits was really terrific, the number 
of persons exhibiting was very small. 
This was particularly noticeable in 
the Preserves. Floral Art and Cook¬ 
ery Sections. Surely it hasn't got to 
die suge here on Norfolk where 
we're all too busy to do even one 
entry. Perhaps next year everyone 
can make Just that little bit of effort 
to put in at least one and not leave 
it to the same few each year. It 
was really pleasing in the Cookery 
Section to see new "faces”. Well 
done to Val Page. Lineata Matea. 
Jill Karl and Veronica Allen. Marie 
Freshwater. Edie Chrisdan and Mar¬ 
garet Smith had all worked hard 
for this section too. Margaret Jones 
was very proud of her prize-winning 
sponge which really did look most 
inviting! 

The Needlework and Handctafu 
Sections this year were a deU^t 
to behold. The entties were ex¬ 
quisite -babies* garments entered 
by Pyann Fitzpatrick. Jan Reeves. 
Joan Nola and Dale Hogden. child¬ 
ren's and adults* garments made in 
a variety of ways by Jemima Cook, 
and Dy Fitzpatrick. Jan Pearson was 
successful with her tapestry. 

The enthusiasm of the spinners and 


weavers w^s evident by the number 
of entries in the bandspun items. 
Heather Glen and Maggie Corby bad 
been busy in this section. Macrame 
drew a good deal of interest this year. 
Mrs. Stehr. Ruth Buffett and Elaine 
and Ned Lenthall were successful 
entrants here. Many artists had been 
very busy too. Noticed work here 
entered by Margaret Smith. Maggie 
Corby, the Rev. & Mrs. Kitchen 
and Rita Compton. It was pleasing 
to see the meti taking a very active 
part too with entries by Ken Clarke 
and Jack Huckstep in the murals and 
the woodwork sections. 

Oh dear. I know there are many 
I've overlooked and those who 
didn't win a prize are just as impor¬ 
tant to the success of the Show. 

The size and abundance of vege¬ 
tables were indicat^e of the good 
rainfall the Island has had during the 
winter months. Eric Adams was 
successful with a huge drumhead 
cabbage. Merv. Buffett's boys had 
grown some huge carrots, both red 
and white ones. Phillip Evans must 
have been very busy in his garden 
out at Anson Bay and Lou Evans was 
successful with his wide variety of 
produce. Must make mention of 
Edie Christian's entry in the Best Bri¬ 
dal Arrangement in the Floral Art 
Section. Her bridal and bridesmaids' 
sprays were beautiful, made from 
tiny roses in an apricot shade. Her 
floral carpet made from those tiny 
green roses was lovely too. 

The photographic exhibits are al¬ 
ways very interesting. 1 particularly 
liked Max Bobbins* group of three 
black and whites of Norfolk interest. 
Gwen Plant and Trevor Calder were 
successful in the photography too. 
Perhaps a few more could be encour¬ 
aged to enter the Under 14 year olds 
next year. 

There isn’t enou^ room here to 
cover the entire show, but I must 
mention the children’s sections. 

The standard and number of entries 
showed the keeness of the children. 
The judges must have had a very 
hard time indeed. 1 was particular¬ 
ly taken with the vegetable models 
and the collages. 

In die livestock, Jim Ttvernet, 
Elizabeth McCoy^ Bernle Christian- 


Bailey. Rebecca and Matthew Chris¬ 
tian were successful in the Dairy 
Section. In the Beef Sections, those 
with successful entries included 
Peter Summerscales. Greg Quintal, 
John Ryves. Allan Bataille, Marge 
Trollope, Kay Woods and Archie 
Bigg. Supveme Champion Animal 
was won by Bernie Christ!an-Bailey's 
jersey cow "Major Vale”. 

In the equestrian events the Points 
Prize was won by Kaye Woods in 
the Ladies Section and Bernie Chris¬ 
tian-Bailey won the Points Prize for 
the men. 

Points Prize for the children and 
winner of the N. I. Junior Equestrian 
Cup was Linda Wood. 

After the Show was over other 
activities which kept people busy 
during October w^e the Rugby League 
Presentation Night, the League itself 
and then each individual team had 
its own Presentation Ni^t. 

One night many people had been 
looking forward to was the drawing 
of the Lions Club-Holiday Raffle 
which took place at a Dinner Dance 
in Rawson Hall on Saturday. 14th 
October. Again. Enid and Garry 
Clarke had l^en busy with their 
band of workers in decorating the 
hall. "Around the World" was their 
theme with hot air balloons and 
small planes decorating the ceiling. 
The Lions' ladies provided a lovely 
dinner served smorgasbord style. 

About 11p.m. Max Hobbins, M.C. 
announced the time had come. 

The successful prizewinners were 
1st prize - William (Yarm) Menzies - 
a very popular win; 2nd prize to Fay 
Bataille. Other prizewinners included 
George Plant. Lyn Sterling. Joe Jen¬ 
kins and Ted Semple. Fenella 
Evans was the lucky winner of the 
1st door prize - 6 wine goblets made 
by Norfolk Island Potteries, and 
2nd prize - a jewelled cigarette case - 
was won by Judy Aafjes - sister-in- 
law to Gerry. A delightful evening 
with "Sneaky's Band” encouraging 
everyone onto the dance floor with 
their lively music. 

Cheerio for now! 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESALERS ■ RETAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD, Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, totohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavaiors, hoes, all 

agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ... 

POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 
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